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Carnival Gentilly 


The last weekend Carnival before Mardi Gras. 
Business very slow. But this morning awoke with 
strong feeling about American Motors. sell 
Ford stock and buy American Motors 

Again this morning the dream war, not quite 
dream but the simulacrum dream, and again 
there visits the office the queasy-quince smell 1951. 
not fear but the smell fear and peevish- 
pleasant, like sore tooth which offers itself the 
tongue. attaches itself everything the office. 
earnings analysis reminds it; lady came 
pick her A.T.&T. debentures and she smelled 
it. 

Only secretary does not smell it. Her name 
Sharon Kincaid and she comes from Eufala, Ala- 
bama. have had three secretaries, girls named 
Marcia, Linda and now Sharon. Twenty years ago 
practically every other girl born Gentilly must 
have been named Linda. Then was Marcia. Then 
Sharon. recent years have noticed that the name 
Stephanie has come into fashion. Three acquaintances 
Gentilly have children named Stephanie. Last night 
saw play about nuclear test explosion, 
which Keenan Wynn played troubled physicist. 
had many bad moment. right have 
what are would ask his colleagues. 
took solitary walks the desert. But you could tell 
that his heart hearts was having very good 
time with his soul-searching. “It’s four-year-old 
daughter I’m really thinking told another 


colleague. took out photograph. “What 
doing her future?” your 
name?” asked the colleague. “Stephanie,” said. 
Hearing the name his daughter produced pleasant 
tingling sensation the back neck. Twenty 
years from now shall perhaps have rosy young 
Stephanie perched typewriter. 

Sharon has been working for two weeks and 
have not asked her for date even spoken 
about anything other than business. Yet the fact 
that for two weeks have thought little else. 
seems quite indifferent far; and she not really 
beautiful. She good-sized girl—as big major- 
ette—and her face little too short and pert, like 
one those Renoir girls, and her eyes little 
yellow. Yet she has the most fearful soap-clean good 
looks. Her bottom beautiful that once she 
crossed the room the cooler felt eyes 
with tears gratitude. She one those village 
beauties which the South prodigal. From the 
sleaziest house the sleaziest town, from the loin 
redneck and the womb rockface spring 
these lovelies, these rosy-cheeked Anglo-Saxon 
the million. They are commoner than 
and like sparrows they are home the streets, 
the parks, doorsteps. one marvels them; 
one holds them dear. They flush out their nests 
first thing and land the cities stay, and 
misses them. Even their men pay attention 
them, anyhow far less attention than they 
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money. But marvel them; miss them; hold 
them dear. 

speak several times telephone with Kate and 
with aunt. Kate seems well and aunt pleased. 
She has made appointment for Kate with Dr. 
Mink and Kate has consented go. When Kate calls 
back, she takes her tone. something 
strain for both us. For some reason other 
she feels obliged keep one jump ahead the con- 
ventional. pick the phone and instead hearing 
“Hello, this Kate,” there comes into ear low- 
pitched voice, saying something like: the knives 
have not started fly meaning that she and her 
mother have not been aggressive toward each other; 
or: “What you know? I’m celebrating the rites 
spring after which turns out mean that she 
has decided attend the supper given for former 
queens the Neptune Ball. This something 
for both us, say, but glad hear 
from her. tell the truth, somewhat worried 
about her, more than her mother is. Kate trap- 
ping herself too often: hitting upon way out, then 
the door upon herself. She has broken her 
with Walter. But her mother understands, 
and Walter too, seems. stands loyally 
whatever can—it none other than Walter, 
lact, who will drive her the hotel for the queens’ 
‘upper. All seems well, but Kate uneasy. “They 
think helping me, but they comes the 
low voice ear. much better would 


they weren’t damn understanding—if they kicked 
out the house. find yourself the street with 
two dollars, catch the streetcar downtown and get 
job, perhaps airline stewardess. Think how 
wonderful would fly Houston and back 
three times week for the next twenty years. You 
think I’m kidding? I’m not. would wonderful.” 
“Then why don’t you walk out the house and get 
yourself job?” ask her. Comes silence, then 
click. But this does not mean she angry. Abrupt 
hang-ups are part our analytic way talking. 

Sharon seems pay attention these conversa- 
tions, even though occupy the same small office 
and she close enough touch. Today she wears 
sleeveless dress yellow cotton; her arms come out 
the armholes tenderly little girl’s. But when 
she puts her hand her hair, you see that quite 
arm. The soft round muscle goes slack its own 
weight. Once she slapped fly with her bare hand 
and set Artmetal desk ringing like gong. Her 
back turned me, but obliquely, that can see 
the line her cheek with its whorl down and the 
Slavic prominence under the notch her eye and the 
quick tender incurve, shortening her face like little 
mignon. she types, the kidney-shaped cushion 
presses against the small her back nice balance 
thrusts. 

love with Sharon Kincaid. She knows noth- 
ing this, think. have not asked her for date 
nor even been specially friendly. the contrary: 
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have been aloof and correct Nazi officer occu- 
pied Paris. Yet when she came this morning un- 
shouldering her Guatemalan bag and clearing her 
hair from her short starched collar, heard soughing 
sound ears like desert wind. The Guatemalan 
bag contains Peyton Place, happen know. She 
had when she applied for the job, drugstore- 
library copy which she held under purse, and ever 
since, the Guatemalan bag has been heavy with it— 
can tell the swing it. She reads lunch 
the cafeteria. Her choice literature took 
good omen the time, but have changed 
mind. Sharon should not read this kind 
stuff. 

Her person has acquired priceless value me. 
For the first time understand the conceits the old 
poets: how envy thee, little kidney-shaped cushion! 
Oh, take thy place and press thy stead against 
the sweet hollow her back. The other day Frank 
Hebert from Savings Loan next door was com- 
plaining about his overhead: his rent was such and 
such, his office girl was such and such. think it: 
Sharon Kincaid item list, higher than the 
janitor, lower than the rent. Yet dare not raise her 
salary. Before long can and with reason. She 
first class secretary, quicker learn than either Marcia 
Linda. Only this know from the interview: 
she from Eufala, Alabama; she attended Birming- 
ham Southern for two years; her mother and father 
are divorced and her mother sells Real Silk hosiery 
and does not live with her. Sharon lives rooming 
house down Esplanade. Her roommate works for 
Alcoa. One night drove the house—a tall narrow 
pile with blue windows and display plumbing 
fixtures the ground floor. 

Toward her keep Gregory Peckish sort dis- 
well how keep myself, make eyes fine 
and cheeks spare, tuck lip and say word 
two with nod two. 

louder than ever, this mistral whistling ears. 
nearly sick with it. Desire for her like sorrow 
heart. Ten minutes ago she rolled backwards 
her little chair hand letter and did not 
even touch me, but there singing about was Rosen- 
kavalier and here was the yellow-cotton smell her 
and the summer come. Once she did touch 
hand with her forearm: sparks flew past the corner 
eye and actually became dizzy. 

Today read Arabia Deserta enclosed Stand- 
ard Poor binder. She conceals Peyton Place; con- 
ceal Arabia 


Pleasant, the fiery heat the desert daylight 
done, our homely evening fire. The sun 
down upon highland steppe Arabia, 
common altitude above three thousand feet, 
the thin dry air presently refreshed, the sand 
soon cold; wherein yet three fingers’ depth 
left sunny warmth the past day’s heat 
the new sunrise. After half hour the 
night, and clear hoary starlight which there 
shines the girdle the milky way, with 
velous clarity. the sun setting, the nomad 
housewife brings truss sticks and dry 
bushes, which she has pulled hoed with 
mattock tool they have seldom) the 
ness; she casts down this provision our hearth- 
side, for the sweet-smelling evening fire. 


There was time when this was the last book 
earth have chosen read. Until recent 
read only “fundamental” books, that is, key books 
key subjects, such books War and Peace, the 
novels; Study History, the solution the 
problem time; Schroedinger’s What Life?, 
stein’s The Universe See It, and such. During 
those years was embarked different sort 
and read fundamental books and for diversion took 
walks around the neighborhood and perhaps saw 
movie. Anyhow didn’t matter where 
when read such books The Expanding 
The greatest success vertical search came one 
night the nineteen forties when sat room 
and read book called The Biochemistry 
When finished it, seemed that the main 
goals search had been reached were 
able, whereupon, with the knottiest problems life 
solved, went out and saw movie called Hap- 
pened One Night which was itself very good. 
memorable night. But now have begun differen 
quence, what takes place room (or even 
Sharon) less important. What important 
shall find when leave room and begin wander 
ing the neighborhood. Before, wandered 
diversion; now wander seriously and sit 
diversion. 

Sharon turns not one hair talk with 
about Kate our old Feliciana style talking, 
she recognizes each voice and passes the phone 
answers the phone again, crosses mind that 
may not entirely unselfconscious: she 
her chair and tilts her head and puts her 
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her cheek like the secretary the Prell commercial. 
She presses the mouthpiece against her chest. 

“Mr. Sartalamaccia called earlier. forgot.” 

“Ts that 

She nods; her agate eyes watch me. think over 
Gregorishly Peckishly and hold out hand with 
time for her. 

wants buy some land, patrimony fact, 
worthless parcel swamp St. Bernard Parish. 
offers eight thousand dollars. enough say yes 
here and now, but Gregorish Peckerish idea pops 
into head. propose Mr. Sartalamaccia that 
meet site ten thirty tomorrow morning. 
sounds disappointed. 

“Miss Kincaid. Can you come down with St. 
Bernard Parish tomorrow morning and copy title 
the courthouse?” would also interesting see 
how much father paid for and from whom 
bought it. Any doing father, even his signature, 

Bernard Sharon, fresh from 
Eufala, might just well have said Mont Saint 
Michel. 

“Just long can get back uptown tomorrow 
night.” 

Now Gregory-grim and fooling this time. 
What the devil. Three weeks New Orleans and 
she’s already having dates? 


USTOMERS come after hours. Unlike the 

big downtown brokers, most our customers 
are employed people. evening when leave the 
money—not even Sharon Arabia Deserta interferes 
with this. Another idea occurred yesterday 
read about Khalil the high plateau country the 
Negd. What especially exciting about that 
should not only make money; should also bring 
closer Sharon. shall discuss with her tomorrow. 
first idea was the building itself. looks like 
miniature bank with its Doric pilasters, portico, and 
iron scrolls over the windows. The firm’s name, Cutrer 
Klostermann Lejier, lettered gold Gothic and 
below smaller letters, the names the Boston 
mutual funds represent. looks far more con- 
servative than the modern banks Gentilly. 
announces the world: modern methods are 
doubt excellent but here good old-fashioned stability, 
but stability with imagination. little bit old New 
England with Creole flavor. The Parthenon facade 


cost twelve thousand dollars but commissions have 
doubled. The young man you see inside clearly the 
soul integrity; asks only allowed help 
you plan your future. This true. This all ask. 

The sun has set but the sky luminous and clear 
and apple green the east. Nothing left the 
smog but thumb-smudge over Chef Menteur. Bull- 
bats hawk the insects the warm air next the 
pavement. They dive and utter their thrumming 
skonk-skonk and sculling into the bright upper 
air. stop the corner Elysian Fields buy 
paper from Ned Daigle. Ned former jockey from 
Chicago and looks quite bit like Leo Carroll but 
older and more dried up. “What seh, Jackie,” 
calls his hoarse bass, hoarse the bullbats, and 
goes humping for the cars, snapping his papers into 
folds goes. catches the boulevard traffic 
the stoplight and often sells half dozen papers before 
the light changes. Ned knows everybody the Fair- 
grounds including all the local hoods and racketeers. 
During racing season often brings them around 
the office. For some reason other thinks 
brokerage business virtuous and deserving institu- 
tion, something like church. The gangsters too; 
quite few them buy mutual funds for their chil- 
dren. Uncle Jules would astonished knew 
some his customers who own Massachusetts In- 
vestors Trust. 

going clear for Carnival, Jackie?” 

stand the concrete island between the double 
streams traffic. The light changes and off Ned goes 
again. 

Evening the best time Gentilly. There are 
not many trees and the buildings are low and the 
world all sky. The sky deep bright ocean full 
light and life. mare’s-tail cirrus cloud stands 
high from the Gulf. High above the Lake broken 
vee ibises points for the marshes; they suddenly 
white they fly into the tilting salient sunlight. 
Swifts find windy middle reach sky and come 
twittering down fast think first gnats have 
crossed eyelids. the last sector apple-green 
Lockheed Connie lowers from Mobile, her running 
lights blinking the dusk. Station wagons 
hounds and diesel rigs rumble toward the Gulf Coast, 
their fabulous tail-lights glowing like rubies the 
darkening East. Most the commercial buildings are 
empty except the filling stations where attendants 
hose down the concrete under the glowing discs and 
shells and stars. 

the way home stop off the Tivoli. 
Jane Powell picture and have intention seeing 
it. However, Mr. Kinsella the manager sees and 
actually pulls the coatsleeve for sample 
look. says real pleaser and means it. 
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There are Jane Powell and Tab Hunter walking arm 
arm down the street high wide and handsome 
style and doing wake and sing number. The 
doorman, the cop the corner, the taxi driver, each 
sunk his own private misery, begin smile and 
tap their feet. hardly ever depressed movie 
and Jane Powell nice-looking girl but this 
enough turn you weak and trembly the despair 
it. look around the theater. Mr. Kinsella has his 
troubles too. There are only few solitary moviegoers 
scattered through the gloom, slumped their seats, 
each sunk his own misery even though watch- 
ing Jane. 

the way out stop the ticket window 
speak Mrs. Marco, dark thin worried lady 
who has worked here ever since moved Gentilly. 
She does not like movies and takes pleasure 
her job (though she could see most the last show 
every night). tell her very fine job and that 
would like nothing better than sitting out here night 
after night and year after year watching the evenings 
settle over Elysian Fields, but she always thinks 
kidding and talk instead about her son’s career 
the air force. stationed Arizona and hates 
the desert. sorry hear this because would 
like out there very much too. Nevertheless 
interested hearing about it. Before see movie 
necessary for learn something about the 
people who operate the theater—or something about 
the building. That the way got know Mr. 
Kinsella: engaging him conversation about the 
theater business. have discovered that most people 
have absolutely one talk to, one, that is, who 
really wants listen. When does last dawn 
man that you really want hear about his busi- 
ness, the look that comes over his face something 
see. not misunderstand me. I’m do-gooding 
Jose Ferrer going around with his little whistle 
make people happy (such people not really want 
listen, are not really selfish like me, and for the 
kind happiness they create, despair anyhow). 
mother often told unselfish, but have 
become suspicious the advice. No, for 
own selfish reasons. did not talk the theater 
owner, should lost, cut loose. should seeing 
one copy film which might shown anywhere 
any time. The danger slipping clean out 
space and time; possible become ghost and 
not care whether one downtown Loews Denver 
suburban Bijou Jacksonville. was with 
me. 

Yet was here the Tivoli that first discovered 
place and time, tasted like okra. was during 
re-release Red River couple years ago that 
became aware faint stirrings curiosity about the 


particular seat sat in, the lady the ticket booth 
Montgomery Clift was whipping John Wayne 
fist fight, absurd scene, made mark 
seat arm with thumbnail. Where, 
will this particular piece wood twenty years 
from now, 543 years from now? Once was 
traveling through the Midwest ten years ago had 
layover three hours Cincinnati. There was 
time see Joseph Cotten Holiday 
hood theater called the Altamont—but not before 
had struck acquaintance with the ticket seller, 
lady named Mrs. Clara James, and learned that she 
had seven grandchildren all living Cincinnati. 
still exchange Christmas cards. Mrs. James the only 
person know the entire state Ohio. 

When get back apartment, the first thing 
see letter from aunt stuck behind the 
minum seagull the screen door. know what 
not letter actually but memo. Often when 
have had one our serious talks, she has second 
thoughts which she anxious communicate. 
sometimes get memo out clear sky. She takes 
great deal trouble with me. wish were able 
please her better. 

But before can read the letter, Mrs. Schexnaydre 
comes down and lends her copy Reader’s 

Mrs. Schexnaydre vigorous pony-size blond who 
wears sneakers winter and summer. She very good 
and sees that everything kept spick-and- 
span. The poor woman quite lonely; she knows 
one except the painters and carpenters and electricians 
who are forever working her house. She has lived 


New Orleans all her life and has family and 


knows one. Sometimes watch television with her 
and share bottle Jax. possible this 
because set will not bring channel and 
will. She watches the quiz programs faithfully and 
actually feels she knows the contestants. Sometimes 
persuade her the movies with me. Her one 


fear life Negroes. Although one seldom sees 


Negroes this part Gentilly, our small yard 
enclosed hurricane fence eight feet high; every 
window barred. Over the years she has 
three dogs, each for the reason that has been reputed 
harbor special dislike for Negroes. have 
particular objections this trait dog—for all 
know, Mrs. Schexnaydre’s fears may quite justified. 
However, these are miserable curs and make mat- 
ters worse, they also dislike me. One especially 


despise, orange-colored brute with spitz face and 


plume tail which curves over his back exposing 
large convoluted anus. have come call him old 
Rosebud. usually content eye and 
his lip, but one foggy night slipped out azalea 
bush and sank his teeth leg. Now and then 
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when know Mrs. Schexnaydre out, give 
him tremendous kick the ribs and send him 
yowling. 

marked real cute article for she says 
briskly and makes point leaving immediately 
show that she not one those landladies who 
intrude upon their tenants. 

happy have the magazine. The articles 
are indeed cute and heart-warming. People who are 
ordinarily understood dislike each other least 
indifferent toward each other discover that they 
have much common. seem recall article 
about subway breaking down New York. The 
passengers who had their noses buried newspapers 
began talk each other. They discovered that their 
fellow passengers were human beings much like them- 
selves and with the same hopes and dreams; people 
are much the same the world over, even New Yorkers, 
the article concluded, and given the opportunity will 
find more like than dislike about each other. 
lonely old man found himself talking excitedly 
young girl about his hobby growing irises 
window box. have agree with Mrs. Schexnaydre: 
such episode indeed heart-warming. the 
other hand, would make nervous present 
such gathering. 

But can’t read the article now. aunt’s letter 
makes stronger demand upon me. She thinks con- 
stantly other people—she actually unselfish, the 
only person know who is. When she reads something 
thinks something which may useful others, 
she likely not write down the spot and 
tion signature, only fat little paragraph bold 
backslanted hand. 


Every moment think steadily Roman and 
man, what thou hast hand with perfect 
and simple dignity, and feeling affection and 
freedom and justice. These words the Emperor 
Marcus Aurelius strike pretty good advice, 
for even the orneriest young scamp. 


have been careful not accumulate possessions. 
library single book, Arabia Deserta. The tele- 
vision set looks took coins. the wall over 
the bed hang two Currier and Ives prints ice-skaters 
Central Park. How sad the little figures seem, 
skimming along step! How sad the city seems! 

switch television and sit directly front it, 
bolt upright and hands knees ladder-back 
chair. play comes with Dick Powell. 
cynical financier who trying get control small 
town newspaper. But baffled the kindliness 


and sincerity the town folk. Even the editor whom 
trying ruin nice him. And even when 
swindles the editor and causes him have heart 
attack from which later dies, the editor 
friendly ever and takes the occasion give Powell 
sample his homespun philosophy. 
great shakes town,” says the editor his death- 
bed, teetering the very brink eternity. “But 
the end Powell converted these 
good folk and instead trying control the paper, 
applies the editor’s daughter for the job reporter 
can fight against political corruption. 


ONIGHT, Thursday night, carry out suc- 
cessful experiment repetition. 

Fourteen years ago, when was sophomore 
Tulane, saw western movie-house Freret 
Street, place frequented students and known 
them the Armpit. The movie was called The 
Oxbow Incident and was quite good. was about 
this time the year saw it, for remember the 
smell privet when came out and the camphor 
berries popping underfoot. Yesterday evening noticed 
the Picayune that another western, Gunfight the 
O.K. Corral, was playing the same theater. 
went, car aunt’s house, St. Charles 
streetcar with Kate can walk through the 
campus. 

Nothing had changed. There sat, the same 
seat, think, and afterwards came out into the 
smell privet. Camphor berries popped underfoot 
the same section broken pavement. 

successful repetition. 

What repetition? repetition the deliberate 
re-enactment past experience toward the end 
isolating the time segment which has lapsed order 
that it, the lapsed time, can savored itself and 
without the usual adulteration events that clog 
time like peanuts brittle. Last week, for example, 
German-language weekly the library. noticed 
advertisement for Nivea Creme, showing woman 
with grainy face turned the sun. Then re- 
membered that twenty years ago saw the same 
advertisement magazine father’s desk, the 
same girl, the same grainy face, the same Nivea 
Creme. The events the whole twenty years were 
neutralized, the thirty million deaths, the countless 
torturings, uprootings and wanderings 
Nothing consequence could have happened because 
Nivea Creme was exactly was before. There 
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remained only time itself, like yard smooth peanut 
brittle. 

How, then, tasted own fourteen years? 

usual eluded me. There was this: mockery 
about the old seats, their plywood split, their bottoms 
slashed but nevertheless enduring, they had 
waited see what had done with fourteen 
years. There was also this: secret sense wonder 
about the enduring, all the nights, the rainy summer 
nights twelve and one and two when the 
seats endured alone the empty theater. The en- 
during something which must accounted for. 
One cannot simply shrug off. 


are going now?” asks Kate. She stands 
shoulder, plucking her thumb and peering 
about her. 

you like.” 

promised you would about your business.” 

“Very well.” 

“It’s just that don’t want home.” 

“Then walk through Tulane and catch 
streetcar down Napoleon and eat some oysters.” 

She saw Merle Mink this afternoon and feels better 
for it. approved her breaking her engagement and 
set not very rigorous schedule office visits. 
Most important, she longer feels she coming 
near the brink abyss. She quieter. trouble 
she said sat the theater waiting for the 
lights out, “I’m always best with doctors. 
outdo myself. They are charmed with me. feel 
fine when I’m supposed sick. only when 
well that That’s why didn’t want see 
Merle. don’t want patient again.” 

Now outside, she presses her bleeding thumb her 
mouth. wander along dark paths and stop off 
weedy stoop behind the laboratory and sit 
the concrete step and think nothing. 

“What this place?” asks Kate. lamp above 
the path makes golden sphere among the tree-high 
shrubs. 

spent every afternoon for four years this lab- 

“Ts this part the 

“No. This part something else.” tell her 
about the search. 

you 

“Yes.” She nods. But she can only believe 
serious her own fashion being serious: 
antic sort seriousness, which not seriousness 
all but despair. would soon not speak her 
cultivated eccentricity, like the eccentricity the 
roommate she likes talk about: curious girl, 
BoBo. you know what she liked do? Collect 


iron deer. That say, she located every iron deer 
Westchester County and once every summer 
religiously make her rounds and pay them visit— 
just park and look them.” have use all for 
curious girls like BoBo nor for antic doings like 
lecting iron deer Westchester County. 

don’t you sit down?” 

the vertical search 

Really detest this antic despair girls. “If you 
walk the front door the laboratory, you 
take the vertical search. You have specimen, cubic 
salt star. doesn’t matter.” 

one learns what one 

“One learns what one can and there excitement 
the search.” 

there excitement?” 

one gets deeper into the search, one 
unifies. One understands more and more specimens 
fewer and fewer formulae. There excitement 
the unifying. course you are after the big one, 
the new key, the secret leverage point, and that 
the best it.” 

“But you say doesn’t matter where you are 
who you are.” 

doesn’t matter.” 

you don’t care.” 

“You don’t care.” 

one nowhere.” 

“One nowhere.” 

Kate parsing out with the keen male bent 
her mind and yet with woman’s antic despair. 
Therefore take care more serious than she. 

why aren’t you there?” 

shrug. 

the horizontal search?” 

has been left out there.” 

“The frog’s little carcass? The specimen itself?” 

“The frog’s little carcass. The specimen itself.” 

why you sit the garbage can?” 

“Tt why sat. not why sit tonight.” 

“But where does the carcass lead you?” 

don’t know.” 

“What you know?” 

“Only how the search works. the case the 
vertical specimen there, you look the specimen, 
then you look into yourself and think about it. You 
may find key and unify. the case the 
zontal search, you look the specimen and then all 
sudden you get and start poking around. You 

actually get out your chair. It’s like getting 
warm blindman’s buff.” 

think you’re fooling yourself.” 
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“How?” 

think still there.” 

“In the laboratory? Why?” 

“Because even you succeeded and found some- 
cold one, 

“As cold you?” 

“Colder. cold the grave.” 

She walks about plucking her thumb. say nothing. 
would take very little set her off attack 
me, one her “frank” appraisals. 

She says: “It possible, you know, that you are 
overlooking something, the most obvious thing all. 
And knowing you, you would not know you fell 
over it.” 

“What?” 

But she will not tell me. Instead, the streetcar, 
she becomes gay and affectionate toward me. She 
locks her arms around waist and gives hard 
squeeze and watches with brown eyes gone 
discs. 


TWO before get back Gentilly. 

Yet sometime before dawn awake with violent 
start and for the rest the night lie dozing yet wake- 
ful and watchful. have not slept soundly for many 
years. Not since the war when was knocked out for 
two days have really lost consciousness child 
loses consciousness sleep and wakes new world 
not even remembering where went bed. always 
know where and exactly what time is. When- 
ever feel myself sinking toward deep sleep, some- 
thing always recalls me: “Not fast now. Suppose 
you should sleep and should happen. What 
then?” wonder myself: what this that going 


Nothing, obviously. Yet there lie, wakeful 


and watchful sentry, ears tuned the slightest 
noise. can even hear old Rosebud turning round and 
round the azaleas before settling down. 

dawn dress and slip out quietly that the 


dogs not stir. walk toward the Lake. almost 


asummer night. Heavy warm air has pushed from 


the Gulf, but the earth has memories winter and 
lies cold and sopping wet from dew. 


good walk the suburbs this hour. 
ever uses the sidewalks anyhow and now there are 
not even children tricycles and miniature tractors. 
The concrete virginal, grainy the day was 
poured; weeds sprout the cracks. 

The closer you get the Lake, the more expensive 
the houses are. Already the bungalows and duplexes 
and tiny ranch houses are behind me. Here are the 


forty fifty thousand dollar homes, fairly big 
erns with dagger plants and Australian pines planted 
brick boxes, and reproductions French provin- 
cials and Louisiana colonials. The swimming pools 
steam like sleeping geysers. These houses look hand- 
some the sunlight; they please with their pretty 
colors, their perfect lawns and their clean airy garages. 
But have noticed that this hour dawn they 
are forlorn. sadness settles over them .like fog 
from the Lake. 

father used suffer from insomnia. One 
few recollections him his nighttime prowling. 
those days was thought that sleeping porches 
were healthful, father stuck one onto the house, 
screen box with canvas blinds that pulled from 
below. Here Scotty and slept even the coldest 
nights. father had trouble sleeping inside and 
moved out with us. tossed like wounded animal, 
slept fitfully, his breath whistling musically through 
the stiff hairs his nose—and went back inside before 
morning, leaving his bed tortured and sour, smell 
which believed caused nasal ailment 
known then The porch did not work 
for him and bought Saskatchewan sleeping bag 
from Abercrombie and Fitch and moved out into the 
rose garden. And just this hour dawn would 
awakened terrible sound: father crashing 
through the screen door the porch, sleeping bag 
under his arm, his eyes crisscrossed fatigue and 
the sadness these glimmering dawns. mother, 
without meaning to, put quietus his hopes 
sleep even more effectively than this forlorn hour. 
She had way summing his doings phrase 
that would take all the heart out him. dreamed, 
know, place quiet breathing and deep sleep 
under the stars and next the sweet earth. She 
agreed. “Honey, I’m all for it. think all ought 
get back Nature and right with you, 
Honey, weren’t for the chiggers. I’m chigger 
She made him out another Edgar Ken- 
nedy (who was making shorts then) thrashing around 
the bushes with his newfangled camping equip- 
ment. her was better make joke than 
defeated these chilly dawns. But after that noth- 
ing more was said done about getting back 
Nature. 

made mistake. was trying sleep. 
thought had sleep certain number hours 
every night, breathe fresh air, eat certain number 
calories and evacuate his bowels regularly and have 
stimulating hobby (it was the nineteen thirties and 
everybody believed science and talked about 
less glands”). not try sleep. And could not 
tell you the last time bowels moved; sometimes 
they not move for week but have interest 
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such matters. not try sleep. Instead muse 
along quietly ghost. Instead trying sleep 
try fathom the mystery this suburb dawn. 
Why these splendid houses look defeated this 
time day? Other houses, say house New 
Mexico old frame house Indiana, look much 
the same day night. But these new houses look 
haunted. Even the churches out here look haunted. 
What spirit takes possession them? poor father. 
can see him, blundering through the patio furniture, 
the Junior Jets and the Lone Ranger pup tents, 
dragging his Saskatchewan sleeping bag like the corpse 
his dead hope. 

When return, the sun and warm 
back. stretch out snug little cul sac next 
the garage, under the insolent eye Rosebud, and 
doze till nine o’clock. 


Rosebud’s growling. the post- 


man. Rosebud feels eye him, cocks 
eyebrow around see and discomfited; looks 
away, pretends settle his mouth but his lip dry and 
snags high tooth; now actively embarrassed. 

School children across the street line ragged 
platoons before the storklike nuns, the girls little 
blue skirts and suspenders, the boys bit dreary 
their khaki. they march and under the schematic 
dove. The morning sunlight winks the polished 
metal the ocean wave and the jungle gym. How 
polished and strong and well-set are the steel pipes, 
polished silver thousands little bue-skirted 
and khaki-clad butts. 

The postman has letter from Harold Graebner 
Chicago. note and birth announcement; 
Harold asks godfather his new baby. The 
card announces the birth the following cute way: 


Package 
Shipping Weight: oz. 
Handle with Care (Tender Loving Care) etc. 


Harold Graebner probably saved life the 
Orient and for this reason loves me. When get 
letter, almost certain from Harold Graebner. 
longer write receive letters—except Harold’s. 
late teens and early twenties was great 
letter writer. While was the army wrote long, 
sensitive and articulate letters aunt, giving 
impressions countries and people. wrote such 
things 


Japan lovely this time year. How strange 
think going into battle! Not much fear— 


and understandably so, since chances are very 
good !—as wonder, wonder that everything should 
full expectancy, every tick the watch, 
every rhododendron blossom. Tolstoy and 
Exupery were right about war, etc. etc. 


regular young Rupert Brooke was 
expectancy.” the crap that lies lurking the 
English soul. Somewhere it, the English soul, received 
injection romanticism which nearly killed 
That’s what killed father, English romanticism: 
that and 1930 science. 

must reply Harold, but almost more than 
can write two sentences row. The words 
are crabbed and graceless. 


Dear Harold: Thank you for asking 
godfather your baby. Since, however, not 
practical Catholic, doubt could. But 
certainly appreciate— 


Tear up. 


odd thing. Ever since Wednesday, when 
undertook search, have become acutely aware 
Jews. There clue here, but what cannot 
say. How know? Because whenever approach 
Jew, the Geiger counter head starts rattling 
away like machine gun; and past with the 
utmost circumspection and every sense alert—the 
Geiger counter subsides. 

There nothing new Jewish vibrations. 
During the years when had friends Aunt Edna, 
who theosophist, noticed that all friends 
were Jews. She knew why moreover: had been 
Jew earlier incarnation. Perhaps that it. Any- 
how true that Jewish instinct. share 
the same exile. The fact is, however, more 
Jewish than the Jews know. They are more 
home than am. 

Another evidence Jewishness: the other day 
sociologist reported that significantly large per 
centage solitary moviegoers are Jews. 

Jews are first real clue. 

When man despair and does not his heart 
hearts allow that search possible and when such 
man passes Jew the street, notices nothing. 

When man becomes scientist artist and 
undertakes the vertical search and when such 
passes Jew the street, may notice something 
but not remarkable encounter. him, the 
Jew must appear either seeker like himself 

But when man awakes the possibility the 
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horizontal search and when such man passes Jew 
the street, like Robinson Crusoe seeing foot- 
print the beach. 


beautiful Friday morning and successful excur- 
sion into St. Bernard Parish with Sharon. 

Sharon eyes narrowly. After she has gotten 
monkey business. How does she make such 
thing plain and sitting thigh thigh and 
knee knee? her Southern female trick polite- 
ness. “This the cutest little car!” she sings and goes 
trailing off fit absentmindedness, hands the 
nape her neck and tilting her head forward that 
she surveys the street with cold woman’s eye; then 
seeming rouse herself apologetically: “This sure 
beats singsongy and shut off 
herself her mammy Eufala. Southern girls 
learn lot from their nurses. 

meet Mr. Sartalamaccia and queer thing 
happens. 

First, some kind reversal takes place and be- 
comes natural for Mr. Sartalamaccia show the 
place wants buy. becomes the guide and 
even points out the good features. far cry from 
duck club now, patrimony hemmed one 
side housing development and the other 
police pistol range. fact, estate puts 
mind the pictures detective magazines the 
scene where crime was committed: bushy back 
lot is, tunneled through hog trails and sus- 
picious car track two. Every inch open ground 
sprouts new green shoots and from the black earth 
there seems arise green darkness. already 
like summer here. Cicadas drone the weeds and 
the day seems long. 

leave the glade good hard-used 
creature red metal and fragrant worn leather; run 
over its flank stout British steel were 
amare) and stand hummock with Mr. Sartala- 
maccia between us; Mr. Sartalamacci: wagging limp 
panama behind him and giving off bitter cotton 
smell. less Italian than Southern country 
man, haggard and clean Alabama farmer come 
church. 

“The lodge was here, Roaring Camp they called 
tell Sharon. She stands blinking and inviolate, 
rared back and entrenched within herself. Not 
for her the thronging spirit-presence the place and 
the green darkness summer come back again and 
sweet life come back and the sadness it. She went 
Eufala High School and all the same her 


where she (so she might have looked the Senate 
gallery during the school trip Washington) and she 
right, for she herself sweet life and where the 
sadness that? came here once with father 
and grandfather. They wouldn’t have beds, 
slept the floor. slept between them and had 
new Ingersoll watch, took out and put 
beside head. During the night grandfather 
rolled over and broke it. became famous 
story and somehow funny, the way rolled over 
watch and then Christmas gave another one 
which turned out gold Hamilton.” Sharon 
stands astraddle, heavy leg Wac. re- 
member when father built it. Before that had 
read the works Fabre and got the idea taking 
telescope and one night showed the horsehead 
nebula Orion. That was the end the telescope. 
After that began read Browning and saw himself 
the need world men. That was when 
started the duck club.” 

“Grow old along with 

The best yet be,” says Sharon. 

right.” 

Mr. Sartalamaccia becomes restless and works his 
hat behind him. His fingernails are large and almost 
filled with white moons. “Judge Anse was the one 
that built it.” 

“You knew him? didn’t know you knew—” 

Mr. Sartalamaccia tells forlornly, without looking 
up—knowing more than the facts pure and simple 
and hardly believing that don’t know. Everybody 
knows. built for him.” 

did you know him?” 

didn’t. One morning just before Christmas 
was just about finished with store over there 
and Judge Anse come and talked me. said- 
uh—” Mr. Sartalamaccia’s head sinks even lower 
makes bold recall the very words. 
your name? Yes: what’s your name? told him. 
said-uh: you built this store? said, yessir. talked. 
looked and said-uh: tell you what 
want you do. writes this check and said-uh: 
Here’s check for thousand dollars. want you 
build lodge and show you where. Can you 
waits smiling until the words, the very words, speak 
go, Joe, like and him were go- 
ing have big time. never saw before 
his whole life and looks once and writes 
check for thousand dollars. And didn’t come 
back for six weeks.” 

“Did like the 

“Yes liked it.” 

see.” see. There was such time and there 
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were such men (and Mr. Sartalamaccia smiles 
remember it), men who could say other men, here, 
this, and have done with pleasure and remem- 
bered with pleasure. “How about you, have you al- 
ways been 

Mr. Sartalamaccia looks for the first 
time. had just gotten here. That November.” 

are you from?” 

was raised Ensley, near Birmingham, but 
nineteen thirty-two times was hard started moving 
around. visited forty-six states, just looking around, 
and never went hungry. nineteen thirty-four 
come down here brother’s and started trap- 

turns out that Mr. Sartalamaccia contractor 
and owns the housing development next door. 
wants duck club for addition. ask about the 
houses. 

want see one?” 

follow him along hog trail raw field full 
pretty houses. shows one abuilding. take 
pleasure watching him rub thumb over the sawn 
edges the sheathing. Sharon does not mind. She 
stands foursquare, eyes rolled back little, showing 
white. She sleepy-eyed and frumpy; she looks like 
snapshots Ava Gardner taken when she was 
high school girl North Carolina. know 
this slab?” 

“No.” 

“Chance number six copper pipe. Nobody will ever 
know there but will there for long time.” 
see that with him not purely and simply 
his own pleasure thinking good pipe 
good slab. 

Back the hummock, Mr. Sartalamaccia takes 
aside and holds his hat away the east. see that 
ditcher and 

“You know what that’s going be?” 

“No.” 

“That’s the new tidewater canal the gulf. You 
know how much our land going worth?” 

much?” 

dollars foot.” 

Later Sharon tells was smart trick Mr. 
Sartalamaccia into revealing the real value 
duck club. But she mistaken. came about from 
the moment that met him that thenceforward 
pleased him speak the past, his strange 
odyssey nineteen thirty-two during which gazed 
Old Faithful Yellowstone Park and worked 
the causeway the Florida keys and did not 
pleased him speak with the past 
and connive with against the future. speaks 
his loneliness and together take the consolation 


making money. For money great joy. 

tell you what can do, Mr. Bolling. 
keep your land; you make the offsite improvements; 
build the houses. make some 

“How much you think can make?” 

“Well don’t know. But give you fifteen thoy. 
sand dollars for your land right now.” 

Our name Increase. 

Sharon and spin the River Road. The river 
high and the booms and stacks ships ride and 
down the levee like great earth engines. 

the filling station and drift honeysuckle 
sprouting through the oil cans and standing 
Sharon with coke balanced her golden knee, 
think flattening hummock with bulldozers and 
comes back how the old Gable used work 
such jobs; knew how seem work and how 
seem forget women and still move such way 
please women, stand asweat with his hands 
his back pockets. 

great joy with Sharon and make 
money and stand the sun and pay 
tion her. for Sharon: she finds nothing amis 
sitting the little bucket seat with her knees dov- 
bled the sunshine. She holds hand agains 
the sun see me. “Do you remember what price Mr. 
Sartalamaccia first mentioned?” 

“Yes. Eight thousand dollars.” 

was really gon’ mess you up.” 

“If hadn’t been for you, have taken the eight 
thousand.” 

“Me?” 

“Sure. You got come down.” 

She assents doubtfully, casting back her mind 
with one eye closed. 

“You know how much you saved me, rather 
made for me? Seven thousand dollars. obliged 
give you ten percent.” 

not giving any money, son.” 

have laugh. “Why not?” 

nobody giving any money” (now she 
catches herself and speaks broadly purpose). 
got plenty money.” 

“How much money you have?” 

She can stand the coke facet her 
What structure is, tendon and bone, facet and 
swell, and gold all over. 

home the old Gable, asweat and with 
thought for her. She pleased because, for one thing, 
she can keep quiet. notice that makes her 
easy keep conversation. 

She says only one more thing. “What about the 

courthouse? Oh. don’t have go.” 
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NCE week, Fridays, all Cutrer salesmen 
return the main office for lunch conference 
with the staff. The week’s business reviewed, sales 
reports made, talks given market conditions and 
coming issues presented the underwriter. But to- 
there not much talk business. Carnival 
full swing. Parades and balls night and day. 
dozen krewes have already had their hour and 
Proteus, Rex, and Comus are yet come. Partners 
and junior executives alike are red-eyed and ab- 
stracted. There gossip about the identity the king 
and queen Iberia tonight (most the staff 
Cutrer, Klostermann and Lejier are members either 
the Krewe Neptune the Krewe Iberia). 
generally believed that the king Iberia will 
James (Shorty) Jones, president Middle Gulf Util- 
ities, and the queen Winky Ouillibert, the daughter 
Plauché Ouillibert, Southern Mutual. The 
choice popular one—I can testify that both men 
are able, likable and unassuming fellows. 

Some Fridays, Uncle Jules likes see his 
office after lunch. When does, signifies 
leaving his door open the corridor that will 
see him his desk and naturally stop say hello. 
Today seems particularly glad see me: Uncle 
Jules has very nice way making you feel home. 
Although has big office with antique desk 
(given him Aunt Emily) and huge portrait 
Emily, and although busy man, makes you 
feel you and had come upon this place 
your wanderings; more home than you. 
sits everywhere but his own chair and does 
business everywhere but his desk. Now takes 
into corner and stands feeling the bones 
shoulder like surgeon. 

“Lemoyne came over see yesterday.” Uncle 
Jules falls silent and throws his head straight back. 
know enough wait. “He said, Jules, I’ve got 
little bad news for you—you know the convention 
the open-ends, the one you never miss? said, sure 
know.” Now Uncle Jules puts his head down 
chest. wait. “You know when is, Jules? Why, 
along about the middle March, told him. Along 
about Tuesday, says Lemoyne. Carnival day.” Uncle 
Jules presses shoulder keep quiet. “Le- 
moyne, said, that reminds me. Here are your 
tickets. Have good trip.” Uncle Jules’ head bent 
way over and cannot tell whether laughing, 
but his thumb presses into the socket shoulder. 

“That’s pretty good.” 

“But then said something that stuck mind. 
said, don’t mind going but you got the man right 
your family. Why that scoun’l beast Jack Bolling 


knows more about selling open-ends than anyone 
Carondelet Street. So. You take the ten-thirty plane 
Monday morning,” says Uncle Jules his gruff way 
conferring honors. 

to?” 

to! Why, Chicago.” 

Chicago. Misery misery son bitch all mis- 
eries. Not thousand years could explain 
Uncle Jules, but small thing for take 
trip, travel hundreds miles across the country 
night strange place, come out where there 
different smell the air and people have differ- 
ent way sticking themselves the world. 
small thing him but not me. nothing him 
close his eyes New Orleans and wake San 
Francisco and think the same thoughts Telegraph 
Hill that thought Carondelet Street. Me, 
fortune and misfortune know how the spirit- 
presence strange place can rob man, that 
man travels lightly hundred strange cities may 
find himself one and Nowhere. Great day the 
morning. What will mean moseying down 
Michigan Avenue the neighborhood five million 
strangers, each shooting out his own personal ray? 
How can deal with five million personal rays? 

want you make few more contacts. Then 
when you get back think might have something 
for you downtown.” The gruffest voice and the 
greatest favor all. 

“Yes, sir,” say looking pleased punch and even 
prickling hairline justice the gruffest 
favor. sons all bitches and great beast 
Chicago lying wait. There goes life Gentilly, 
Little Way, secret existence among the happy 
shades Elysian Fields. 


SOME time now the impression has been 
growing upon that everyone dead. 

happens when speak people. the middle 
sentence, will come over me: yes, this death. 
groan and make excuse and slip away soon 
can. such times seems that the conversation 
spoken automatons who have choice what 
they say. hear myself someone else saying things 
like: “In opinion the Russian people are great 
people, “Yes, what you say about segrega- 
tion unquestionably true. And think 
myself, yes, this death. Lately the most can 
reply Yes, No, don’t know, and even they 
come with extreme effort. 

After the conference run into Nell Lovell the 
steps the library—where occasionally read 
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liberal and conservative periodicals. Whenever feel 
bad, the library and read controversial periodi- 
cals. Though neither liberal nor conserva- 
tive, nevertheless enlivened the hatred which 
one bears the other. fact, this hatred strikes 
one the few signs life remaining the world. 
This another thing about the world which up- 
side down: all the friendly and likable people seem 
dead me, only the haters seem alive. 

down plunk myself with liberal weekly 
one the massive tables, read from cover cover, 
nodding myself whenever the writer scores point. 
Damn right, old son, say, jerking chair ap- 
proval; pour them. Then and over the 
rack for conservative monthly and down fresh 
cool chair across the table join the counterattack. 
ho, say and hold fast the chair arm: that one 
did it; eviscerated! And then out and away into the 
sunlight, neck prickling with satisfaction. 

Nell Lovell, was saying, spotted and over she 
comes brandishing book. seems she has just fin- 
ished reading celebrated novel which, under- 
stand, supposed take somewhat gloomy and 
pessimistic view things. Nell does not understand 
why people have gloomy. 

don’t feel bit gloomy!” she cries. “Now that 
Mark and Lance have grown and flown the coop, 
having the time life. taking philosophy 
courses the morning and working nights 
Petite Theatre. Eddie and have re-examined our 
values and found them pretty darn enduring. And 
you know that both came the same conclu- 


sion? you know the most person can expect 
do?” 

“No.” 

one little contribution and leave the world 
just little better off.” 

true,” say, shifting about somewhat un- 
easily the library steps. can talk Nell long 
don’t look her. Looking into her eyes 
embarrassment. 

“Do you know what did last night?” 

“No.” 

“We turned off television and sat the fire and 
read The Prophet. don’t find life gloomy! me, 
books and people and things are endlessly fascinat- 
ing. Don’t you think so?” 

Nell goes talking and there nothing but 
shift around best one can and watch her gen- 
eral sort way: forty-year-old woman with good 
open American face and another forty years left 
her; and eager, above all, eager, with that plaintive 
lost eagerness American college women get cer- 
tain age. get thinking about her and old Eddie 


re-examining their values and feel myself nodding 
and then think myself: yes, true; values. And 
then wonder myself: why does she talk she 
were dead? Another forty years and dead, dead, 
dead. 

Kate?” 

think hard, trying escape death. “To tell you 
the truth, don’t know.” 

“So I.” 

see us, Binx!” 

part laughing and dead. 
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four o’clock decide not too early 
motion newest scheme conceived the 
ests money and love. For me, everything depends 
upon close cooperation between business and 
ever business should suffer because 
miration for Sharon, then admiration for Sharon 
would suffer too. Never never will understand peo- 
ple who throw over everything for some woman; the 
trick, the joy it, prosper all fronts, enlist 
money the service love and love the service 
ous. Presbyterian blood. 

four fifteen half-sit the edge her desk, 
fold arms and look troubled. 

Kincaid, I’ve favor ask you.” 

“Yes sir, Mr. Bolling.” 


she looks me, think how little know 


each other. She really stranger. Her yellow eyes 
are quite friendly and opaque. She very nice and 
very anxious helpful. heart sinks. Love, the 
very possibility love vanishes. Our sexes vanish. 
are regular little team. 

“You know what these names are?” 

also portfolios, individual listings 
and bonds and forth. Now tell you what 
every year about this time. few weeks income 
taxes must filed. usually mail our 
lot booklets and charts and whatnot help them 
with their returns. This year we’re going some 
thing different. I’m going through each 
folio myself, give the tax status each transaction 
made with and make specific recommendation 
every customer personal letter, 
tions about capital gains and losses, stock rights and 
warrants, the dates involuntary conversions, stock 
dividends and on. You’d amazed how 
otherwise shrewd business men will take long tem 
gains and losses the same year.” 
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She listens closely, her yellow eyes snapping with 
intelligence. 

“Now familiar with all the accounts, 
going mean lot letters.” Why must have been 
crazy; this girl good little sister. 

“When would start?” 

“Can you work tomorrow, Saturday? and hour 
later this afternoon?” 

like make phone she says the 
brusque-kindly manner country folk who grant 
favors with angry willingness. 

moment later she standing desk strok- 
ing the beige plastic with two scarlet nails. 

“Is all right for someone pick five 
for few 

Someone. How ancient her wisdom. noth- 
ing her, yet the surest instincts she labels her 
date neuter person. She knows not believe 
there such person. Yet she knows what she does. 
Despite myself believe someone will pick her up, 
shadowy and inconsequential person sex. 

hope I’m not interfering with anything too seri- 


” 


ous. 

“Are you kidding?” 

“Why no.” 

She surprises me. said “serious” ambiguously and 
perhaps purposely so. But she quick give its 
courtship meaning. 

Here unexpected advantage. could very 
useful for see what sort fellow her friend is. 
But needn’t worry about how manage catch 
glimpse him. few minutes before five walks 
right into the office. much liking—I 
could throw arms around him. sharp character 
—no youth feared—a Faubourg Marigny type, 
Latin, big-nosed, lumpy-jawed. single wrinkle over 
his eyebrows and from just above springs great 
pompadour wiry bronze hair. has use for 
all. nod him with the warmest feelings; 
appears nod but keeps nodding, nods 
past and the office were appraising it. 
waits for Sharon, swings his fist into open 
hand and snaps his knee back and forth inside his 
wide pants. 

The Faubourg Marigny fellow does not return and 
six o’clock becomes natural for drive 
Sharon home. She tired. 

line squalls due from Texas and drive 
down Esplanade yellow light. The air presses 
heavily over Elysian Fields; lake swallows take alarm 
and veering away the swamps. The Quarter 
teeming. pleasant leave the green fields and 
the wide sky Gentilly and come into narrow place 
upon man-smells and man-sounds. 
lonesome thrush flutings and martin cries here. 


twilight good come away from the sky and into 
narrow yellow-lit place and drink with one’s own 
kind. almost violate resolution and ask Sharon 
she will. But don’t. Instead watch her into her 
house. She ascends new flight concrete steps 
which soars like gangplank into dim upper re- 
gion. 
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ONIGHT Kate’s supper with the queens and 

shall not see her. drink beer and watch tele- 
vision, but every minute thoughts Sharon, 
big beautiful majorette from Alabama, come crowding 
into head and hands weak. The air 
times there the temptation behave without pru- 
dence, try see Sharon tonight even park 
Esplanade and watch her house. Then last the 
storm breaks, real Texas rattler; the picture 
shivers and blanches. flash the unease gone 
and becomes possible sit without perturbation 
and heart’s ease, hands knees ladder- 
back chair, and watch television. 

The marshal traps some men Indian hut. 
The Indian squaw has been killed, leaving baby. 
unexpected turn events the killers get the 
upper hand and hide the marshal line shack 
hostage. The marshal reminds them the baby. 
“It ain’t nothing but stinking Indian,” says one 
the killers. wrong,” says the marshal. “It 
also human being.” the end appeals the 
killers spare the baby and even have baptised. 
The killers out gruff manner and fetch the 
padre. 

bed cozy and dry the storm, snug 
larva cocoon, wrapped safe and warm loving 
Christian kindness. From chair bed and from 
radio for one last little program. Being creature 
habit, regular monk, and taking pleasure 
the homeliest repetitions, listen every night 
ten program called This Believe. Monks have 
their compline, have This Believe. the pro- 
gram hundreds the highest-minded people our 
country, thoughtful and intelligent people, people 
with mature inquiring minds, state their personal 
credos. The two three hundred have heard 
far were without exception admirable people. doubt 
any other country any other time history has 
produced such thoughtful and high-minded people, 
especially the women. And especially the South. 
believe the South has produced more high-minded 
women, women universal sentiments, than any 
other section the country except possibly New Eng- 
land the last century. 
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But had name single trait that all these 
people share, their likability—and their liking. 
They like everyone with the warmest and most gener- 
ous feelings, and for themselves, would im- 
possible for even dour person not like them. 

Tonight’s subject well-known playwright who 
transmits this quality likability and liking his 
plays. begins: 


believe people. believe tolerance and 
understanding between people. believe the 
uniqueness the individual— 


have noticed that, while everyone This Believe 
believes the uniqueness the individual, they are 
far from unique themselves; they are fact alike 
peas pod. 


believe love. also believe hate. 


did not always enjoy This Believe. While was 
living aunt’s house was overtaken fit 


HOWARD Poems 


WHAT MEPHISTO MEANT 


The people who live hell assure each other 

That this it, what they’ve been working for 

That made the youthful, thin years worth the bother, 
The sacrifice that got them where they are. 


The people who live there prosper and grow fat, 
They shout good afternoon from yard yard, 
And later on, when they get sick that, 
Exchange the greeting and the get well card. 


Hell has long evenings when, darkened rooms 
Withdrawn, its people watch upon screen 
Their shadows shuffling through the censored dreams 
hatred and lust, which business men have seen, 
From whom they buy all night, with loves un- 
answered, 
The indifferent products that their days have spon- 
sored. 


perversity, but instead writing letter 
newspapers, recorded tape which submitted 
Edward Murrow. “Here are the beliefs 
Bickerson Bolling, moviegoer living New 
leans,” began, and ended, believe good kid 
the ass. soon regretted it, hoy. 
ever, and was relieved when the tape was 
have listened faithfully This Believe ever 


believe freedom and the brotherhood 
man. believe in—believing. believe. 


All trembliness over Sharon gone. 
off radio and lie bed with pleasant tingling 
the groin, tingling for Sharon and for all 
fellow Americans. 


Walker Percy has made several previous appew. 
ances FORUM’s pages. The long section 
here portion his forthcoming novel titled 
fessions Moviegoer. 


ORIGINAL THIRST 


All morning long, coffee and cigarettes. 
Pipes the afternoon, and cups tea. 
Cocktails six, dinner with wine beer, 
More coffee, with cigars, and liqueur 
Before the settling down steady drink, 
Whisky, from nine o’clock nightcap, 
Whenever that may be. 


There thirst, 
seems, nothing, not even drunkenness 
any form fallen short sleep itself, 
Can satisfy; and we, great, greying infants 
Clambering upon some mountainous cold breast 
And monumental nipple, suck upon 
These liquids and these cloudy vapors, till 
Life weans us, and stupefied fall asleep. 
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not easy convince literary man that 
the psycho-dynamics the printed form 
codification information anything but malice 
toward literature. Moreover, likely feel per- 
sonal humiliation finding that is, fact, quite 
unaware some the basic effects the print 
form upon many his most cherished ideas and 
explain that radio and television are 


really consumer media the full sense that pho- 


tography and film are, Madison Avenue gets upset. 
Personally not trying upset such people. 
really trying understand media and discover 
unique dynamics. 

For long time philosophy has been associated 
with systems, with worldviews, weltanschauungs, and 
pictures things. Since the Renaissance most 
and procedures have strongly tended toward 
the visual organization and application 
Printing gave enormous stress such 


visual process, differential calculus, and statis- 


But since the early nineteenth century, with the 
electrical problems and processes, mathe- 
and physics have moved away from visual 
and statistics toward dynamics, time or- 
and what psychologists refer “audi- 
space.” (Auditory space that sphere simul- 
relations created the act hearing. 
from all directions the same instant. This 
unique unvisualizable space. 

ask whether either the Renaissance achievement 


MARSHALL 


The medium the message 


statics our modern conquest dynamics 
good thing bad thing seems mean: “What 
will this me?” The question seems re- 
quest for applied knowledge, but knowledge applied 
one level, and for one person time. 

The modern world dynamics 
world which there cannot single levels one- 
thing-at-a-time awareness. This change very bad 
thing, indeed, for the previous technology and for all 
whose education represents heavy investment 
precious years acquiring what may now 
irrelevant modes knowledge. 

The Affluent Society John Kenneth Galbraith 
opens with discussion the “vested interests 
acquired knowledge,” “the bland leaders the 
whose discourse and perception move evenly the 
single lines and the single planes “conventional 
wisdom.” taking all-at-once view our eco- 
nomic world Galbraith has shocked the one-at-a- 
time people that the American Journal Economics 
has reviewed the book the assumption that 
hoax. the same way Parkinson’s Law, taking 
all-at-once view the operation written forms 
bureaucratic organization today, has appeared 
sort Marx Brothers entertainment. fact 
multi-leveled analysis complex dynamic. 

Scholarly decorum would seem merely the 
accidental result the static procedure taking 
one-thing-at-a-time. Such procedure media analysis 
are statistics motivation study social dynamics. 


how. 
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Statistics can tell trend, provide picture 
view perspective, but cannot reveal causes. 
fact, only our century that over-all data and 
all-at-once knowledge have increased that have 
moved toward the study causes personal and 
social operations. are now concerned with causes 
not single plane mere sequence but 
total field interaction and interpenetration. 

media work important understand the 
statics the medium statistics and their relation 
differential calculus and the older Newtonian pic- 
ture. For the problems face are not static but 
dynamic, because their nuclear origin and focus. 
Similarly, the means our disposal are longer 
mechanical but electronic. And the dominant impress 
which the young today receive (non-verbally) from 
our new technology not mechanical 
oriented but electronic and dialogue-oriented. 

The world production and management today 
grappling with the changes the patterns com- 
mand and production resulting from the telephone 
and the complex synchronization production result- 
ing from the use electronic tapes. The latter have 
ended the centuries-old regime the assembly line. 
The end the assembly line the outer-world could 
well portent for the entire educational estab- 
lishment. 

Gutenberg provided the prototypical assembly line 
basis for all that followed. may now the 
position, far literacy concerned, propping 
superstructure without base. During recent cen- 
turies seem have been oblivious this over- 
all pattern our Western culture the humble 
tortoise the articulate design its shell. 
hard see how anybody could have been more 
subliminal than Western man since Gutenberg. 

But the electronic age becoming alert the 
dangers the subliminal whether psychology 
politics education. The all-at-once, many-leveled 
awareness the electronic age discourages continu- 
ation the unexamined subliminal back-log 
literate man. 

this time co-existence, itself resulting from 
instantaneous movement information, are con- 
fronted predominately oral cultures like the 
Chinese and the Russian. These oral peoples take 
electronic and nuclear modes organization more 
readily than we—with our centuries linear and 
sequential training perception. The nuclear physi- 
cists have master the non-visual and non-Euclidean 
modes order today. But since the telegraph, the 
press has presented non-lineal mosaic, and have 
radio and television. 

own work has tended more and more center 
the misunderstandings and clashes that occur be- 


tween these two basic types order experience and 
organization: the visual and the auditory. The basic 
patterns for ear and eye found most the media 
are their messages typically non-verbal. And 
even more confusing first for some learn that 
the mosaic page telegraph press “auditory” 
basic structure. That, however, only say that 
any pattern which the components co-exist without 
direct lineal hook-up connection, creating field 
simultaneous relations, auditory, even though some 
its aspects can seen. The items news and 
advertising that exist under dateline are interrelated 
only that dateline. They have interconnection 
logic statement. Yet they form mosaic whose 
parts are interpenetrating. Such also the kind 
kind orchestral, resonating unity, not 
unity discourse. not necessary satisfied 
with such state affairs once understood. 

Personally, feel none the fervor favor 
such order, ideal sought for, that not 
uncommon among anthropologists. notion that 
this kind order inseparable from electronic tech- 
nology and that auditory order quickly wipes out 
brainwashes visual kinds order subliminal action. 
teacher language and literature aware 
the values had from these their printed 
form. But also aware that the artists, poets and 
musicians the past century have unanimously 
abandoned visual structure their work favor 
auditory all-at-onceness. would seem that artists, 
all media, respond soonest the challenge new 
pressures. would like suggest that they also show 
ways living with new technology without de- 
struction earlier achievement and form. 

there one theme all the arts the past 
century that the need for relevance the 
patterns human interests. out-of-touch with 
one’s time, they have not ceased urge, irrel- 
evant. cultivate irrelevant attitudes and rhythms 
and order not only futile but enemy 
one’s fellows. 

Prior the cry for relevance was the idea steadi- 
ness perspective and consistency point-of-view. 
This was the visual man’s strategy and bias from 
Gutenberg and the Renaissance onwards. But since 
Baudelaire and Cézanne such individual perspective 
has been held irrelevant “self-expression.” 

needs insistence show that “relevance” 
all-at-once, inclusive and total affair, and that 
attitude born the ear mode awareness— 
whereas individual point-of-view the eye mode and 
born technology which mechanical and 
animal forms are dissociated. (The wheel, for exam- 
ple, referred the classic instance the separa- 
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tion mechanical and animal form; today, with 
rocket and air-cushioned saucers and electronic cir- 
cuits which there are moving parts, there 
transmutation mechanical into animal again, 
were. move toward the post-mechanical. 

The ear mode all-at-once total-field aware- 
ness seems naturally prepare the climate opinion 
welcome organic and ecological approaches 
problems education and society, the arts and 
industrial production alike. 

diagnosis correct, does not afford 
means isolating causal factors and relations our 
open society over-all co-existence? Will not 
possible test diagnosis careful checking, for 
example, the impact one medium upon another? 
Just electronic nuclei can only reached 
probed other accelerated electrons, cannot use 
the action the media themselves upon one another 
reveal their powers 

When radio released widely and long-literate 
area like the United States its effect social and 
psychological structures would seem quite dif- 
ferent from the effects radio Japan, Germany 
Spain. But the effect radio non-literate areas 
like India, Iran Africa would seem quite 
different again. 

This approach structuralist but not derived 
from the recent field structural linguistics. Rather 
derives from the practice and criticism the field 
poetry and painting during the last 100 years. The 
tapes which are ending the assembly line 
industry also made possible structural linguistics. 
And this new field, clashes with older language 
study and teaching, affords another instance the 
clash ear and eye structures knowledge. For the 
structural linguist the fact that the letter for 
example, written, may suggest single sound, does 
not hide the fact that there are several quite distinct 
sound-structures mastered every child two 
three years age. The “quick” not the 
“chalk.” Using the all-at-once approach 
tape, the linguist becomes aware the 
interpenetration the alphabetic sounds and the 
consequent modification letters that look alike 
the one-thing-at-a-time world the written word. 
does not hesitate say that written letters, insofar 
they pretend point distinct sounds, are very 
crude gimmick for reducing complex and subtle quali- 
ties sound mere averages. 

But the ear order the structural linguist finds 
when turns the visual order words 
the page. What has long passed “grammar” the 
visual and literary person seems crude and arbitrary 
the ear perception the structural linguist. Here 
could mistaken. 


The eye-order the printed page and the 
written word, sponsored the grammarian, may 
lack the organic unity and delicacy the spoken 
idiom. Eye-order may here have validity impercepti- 
ble the structural linguist with his subliminally- 
espoused ear-order via electronic tape. 

But the pros and cons can more easily tested 
when the real nature the clash clarified. 

The eye man this order observation. satisfied 
that film and television images are roughly alike. Yet 
just small children can make the most delicate 
distinction subtle sound structures, they re- 
ceive and react the distinction between movie and 
television imagery—that is, between the still shot and 
the continuous pick-up, between light and light 
through image. 


HIS illustration may serve introduce theme 

that could crucial understanding media. 
Professor Johnson McGill University’s Department 
Psychology has been working what can called 
“saturation theory” learning. child can learn 
language three four the sense being 
home with its sounds, gestures and syntax, how long 
does take child home the same way 
with the structure print, photo, film, television, 
radio and gramaphone? 


This question includes another: 
saturation with one medium block introduction 
others? The child who learns one language before 
another will have only one mother-tongue. will not 
learn the second the same total way the first. 
Carl Orff, the Viennese composer, has music school 
which seeks train his pupils before they can 
read write. His view that after literacy nobody 
can really master the modes music. 

This approach, quite apart from the validity the 
particular case, suggests that understanding media 
might check whether the current familiarity 
children with photo and television, for example, 
before they read and write may really unfor- 
tunate sequence. sure that more natural 
and fruitful sequence media experience exists, 
can discovered and demonstrated. This approach 
related the now accepted idea that some media 
are especially indicated for some kinds learning. 
But Johnson’s theory that saturation language and 
media experience occurs very early may prove major 
aid study. certainly points variety pro- 
cedures and controls observation that have been 
lacking. 

Speaking casually member the Institute 
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Child Psychology Washington, C., happened 
inquire, “What the effect the telephone 
The reply was this: know one thing; 
namely, that neurotic children are normal when using 
the telephone.” That remark suggests, least, 
basic aspect all media: that experience one 
transmuted and translated into different experi- 
ence another. Some people stutter English but 
not French Spanish. 

Would not interest Bell Telephone use their 
research laboratories consider some aspects their 
medium relation other media and the training 
and education children? That is, can not enlist 
the resources all the communication industries 
concentrate discovering the interrelation media 
terms experience and education? 

Can not reasonably expect interest Reming- 
tin Rand and Underwood investigating the effect 
composing the typewriter? What the effect 
publishing oneself, were, while composing the 
typewriter? What has been the effect the type- 
writer structuring decision-making our world? 
How has the typewriter been affected tape record- 
ers? What has been the effect the typewriter the 
writing and publishing books and newspapers? 
the short story? poetry? reading habits? 

Much the data about the effect one medium 
the big industries. spent week radio confer- 
ence Vancouver the spring 1958. The theme 
was: What has happened radio since television? 
The answers were most helpful. Radio has changed 
its uses and programming since television. has 
switched from group private form, etc. 

What happened the book after the newspaper? 
the book after the movie? the book after radio 
and television? Nobody seems know. What has 
happened the movie since television much better 
known, and studied not change our view 
the movies but change the uses and forms 
the movie, much can learned about the movie, 
and about television and movie the same time; i.e., 
much that could not learned inspecting merely 
one-at-a-time. 

The “content” approach media and the test- 
ing media efficacy teaching and public rela- 
tions and politics is, reasonably satisfied, deriva- 
tive from the habit literacy itself. would not 
talk about the “content” tune melody. But 
soon man learned how encode the audible 
visible terms (writing) easily began make 
divisions between and and between 
thought and feeling, individual and state, and on. 
Insofar these separations correspond real modes 
being should try retain them. Insofar they 


are fictions and illusions fostered the subliminal 
action media, they need considered and 
cized with view their permanent value. Perhaps 
shall learn cherish some the fruits literacy 
might precious artifacts vanished societies, 
Whether possible retain the fruits literacy 
without the soil and tree literacy would appear 
the test are now undergoing the Western 
world. Certainly shall learn many new aspects 
literacy study its impact the ancient cultures 
India and China. For literacy the West did not 
slice into ancient civilizations, but struck into tribal 
societies which wilted under its impact. 

This raises major issue: When does mechanical 
code transmission information itself become 
language? Under what conditions does language 
revert code transmission? With our new 
coding devices today, movies and television, tapes, 
discs, radio, teletype, and on, are setting about 
establish whether these means transmission have 
themselves deeply altered human sensibilities and 
re-shaped human institutions and attitudes have 
acquired the status new languages. For infant, 
English not language but mechanical code. 
adult beginning Russian, it, too, first me- 
chanical code. becomes language only when 
has become subliminal him. English its totality 
becomes code again the structural linguist who 
begins translate the whole structure into auditory 
terms alone. the same man speaker Eng- 
lish, exists all his senses the same time. 

code the translation one sense into another 
single sense; g., Morse code? Morse reduces the 
multileveled structure English into one sense—the 
ear. once translated into code for the eye. 

When writing was invented was visual code 
for many-leveled auditory thing. Phonetic writing 
has proved much the most powerful written in- 
struments for abstracted meaning from the 
visual code. Other kinds writing did not attempt 
divorce the code from meaning. Once this divorce 
had been effected, was possible translate any 
sound structure into phonetic alphabetic form. The 
phonetic alphabet gave the Graeco-Roman world 
the power conquest all cultures contacted. 
see that aggressive power today work India 
and China. 

Today means “translating machines” are 
setting out with entire languages what was once 
done divorcing meaning from visual written forms. 
When frequency counts have averaged out the 
lexical meanings all words language can 
use that language mechanical code such 
for beginner. When the same has been done for 
other languages they can translated into one an- 
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other lexically and semantically, just they formerly 
were reduced from auditory visual state means 
the phonetic alphabet. 

What saying that new media may first 
appear mere codes transmission for older 
achievement and established patterns thought. But 
nobody could make the mistake supposing that 
phonetic writing merely made possible for the 
Greeks set down visual order what they had 
thought and known before writing. the same way 
printing made literature possible. did not merely 
encode literature. 

That what mean when say that (in the not- 
so-long run) the medium the message. What 
must ask now what totally new curricula and modes 
organization are inherent our new media? 


step aside from teaching for moment and 
notice what the telephone and other electronic 
means have done well-established patterns man- 
agement and 


still express the structure authority, 
responsibility, function and rank organization 
the typical organization chart, which shows 
the chief executive the top and the lesser exec- 
utives exercising authority delegated him. 
still customary explain the existence 
organization the fact that there more work 
done than any man can do, that has 
delegate others what really part his job. 

But this nonsense modern organization. 
The individual people skill, knowledge and 
judgment cannot exercise somebody else’s author- 
ity somebody else’s knowledge. They exercise 
their own knowledge and should have the au- 
thority that befits their contribution. the job 
that determines the authority and responsibility 
the holder—and this original authority 
grounded the needs and objective requirements 
for performance rather than the power the 
man above. The only power the top man must 
have that deciding whether certain contri- 
bution needed—and even that, increasingly, 
must objective decision according ob- 
jective needs the organization rather than 
power decision. 


That Peter Drucker writing Landmarks 
Tomorrow. Delegated authority cannot the long 
tun transmitted used telephone. The decen- 
tralization industry that has followed upon the 
breakdown delegated authority has compelled 


industry give all its executives over-all train- 
ing the entire operation their companies and also 
compelled the study the entire relation business 
society. Nazi Germany the clash between dele- 
gated authority and electronic transmission was given 
brief moment attention Albert Speer the 
Nuremberg trials: 


The telephone, the teleprinter and the wireless 
made possible for orders from the highest levels 
given direct the lowest levels, where, 
account the absolute authority behind them, 
they were carried out uncritically; brought 
about that numerous offices and command cen- 
ters were directly connected with the supreme 
leadership from which they received their sinister 
orders without any intermediary; resulted 
high degree secrecy surrounding criminal hap- 
penings. the outside observer this govern- 
mental apparatus may have resembled the appar- 
ently chaotic confusion lines telephone 
exchange, but like the latter could controlled 
and operated from one central source. Former 
dictatorships needed collaborators high quality 
even the lower levels leadership, men who 
could think and act independently. the era 
modern technique authoritarian system can 
without this. The means communication 
alone permit mechanize the work subordi- 
nate leadership. consequence new type 
develops: the uncritical recipient orders. 
(Albert Speer, German Armaments Minister 
1942, speech the Nuremberg trials, quoted 
Hjalmar Schacht, Account Settled, London, 
1949. 


Speer does not dissociate the effect electronic 
media from some the special features German 
cultural organization. And, for example, what 
notes about the older type organization—that 
calls for “men who could think and act independ- 
quite the reverse the situation seen 
United States business Peter Drucker. For the new 
situation America precisely the one that calls for 
such “authority knowledge,” whereas the older 
literacy, least the United States, fostered the 
pattern delegated authority. What seems have 
occurred Germany and Japan under electronic 
impact was the brainwashing recently assumed 
literacy and reversion tribal cohesion 
individualist patterns thought. 

have said (and hope wrong) various 
times that ought expect steady trend toward 
irrational tribal behavior North America, our 
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youngsters get saturated with the all-at-once auditory 
experience our new media. Such tribal experience 
was still intact and available the Japanese and the 
German. But for retribalize would quite 
different matter. And the global village created 
our electronics there would, course, room 
for only one tribe—the human family itself. 

would seem obvious that our responsibility 
educators broadcasters understand our 
media and their effects just expert should under- 
stand the effects his medium and not permit 
patients receive overdose. X-ray units can get 
“hot” but they not make good space-heaters. And 
must learn how far can safely proceed 
applying new media older educational purposes 
without destruction older goals and achievements. 

Moreover, since the saturation medium may 
occur outside school contexts before any school use 
attempted, must know what are the relevant edu- 
cational uses such media. “Saturation” English 
the mother-tongue occurs three four years 
age and the traditional educational superstructure 
based upon that prior saturation. Have used 
similar wisdom relation the new media? they 
cease codes, and invade and structure all areas 
our sensibility, they become “languages” them- 
selves. 

Pictorial media tend non-verbal, true. 
But are writing and printing non-verbal their 
primary phases. Only gradually they permeate the 
verbal and spoken areas. The Morse code known 
and experienced daily everybody would quickly 
cease code. The African drum and whistle 
languages are not codes but languages African 
natives. with their dances. Ads, comics, and movies 
are not codes North America but basic languages. 
That have not yet begun teach their grammars 
natural for pre-literate man ignore the 
written visual mode his language. Grammar 
comes from the Greek “written.” And education 
would seem involve the translation experience 
into new mode. 

can begin, then, consider the relevance 
grammars for media which have become languages 
all within our own century. Whatever may the 
educational advantages traditional grammars now 
apply our new media. Yet one the effects the 
new auditory media has been dissuade people from 
the cultivation grammar. May not that the 
translation the auditory structure language 
into grammar visual structure ultimately neces- 
sary order confer personal adequacy control 
over experience? But regain auditory space via 
the electronic revolution, fail see the relevance 
visual grammar? 


May not the translation one sense into another, 
and one language into another, the irreducible 
modality education, just the irreducible 
mode nuclear investigation? May not this training 
confer the detachment and criticism necessary for 
viable civilized man anywhere, anytime? 


For the Greeks numbers were indications audi- 
tory structure, not visual structure. Ernst Cassirer 
The Problem Knowledge tells how the vogue 
Euclidean geometry depressed and retarded the 
study numbers and arithmetic for centuries. Today 
the effect new auditory modes the young will 
naturally sensitize them number theory way 
which taken for granted old oral cultures like 
Russia, Hungary, Poland, etc. 


Today impossible predict what moment 
one may make large break-through into new dimen- 
sions awareness. Such casual fact that the 
sound waves the wings jet plane become 
visible just moment before breaking through the 
sound barrier may encountered for the first time 
newspaper overheard chat. has profound 
implications for the dynamics sight and sound and 
tells much about their power and habit trans- 
mutations. The radio tube principle, pushed far 
enough, led television. 

was Flaubert the middle the last century 
who first alerted his time the subliminal power 
bad pictorial forms. His people are all shown vic- 
tims atrocious commercial art and communication. 
His own concept mot juste (which our age 
translates The Most Juice) auditory, not pic- 
torial. For implies all-at-once order words, 
any slight change which obliterates the whole effect. 
But Flaubert taught that there neutral area 
human communications, and more merit 
tolerating hideous and tendentious forms pictorial 
arrangement than putting with polluted drink- 
ing water. Before Pasteur, Flaubert introduced the 
germ theory into social communication. That is, 
entered the electronic age the same time Sam 
Morse. But Flaubert had his eyes open for the full 
consequences Sam Morse, perhaps, did not. was 
probably accident that Morse, painter, should 
have been the first introduce auditory all- 
at-once space, the space which simultaneous field 
relations such create each moment 
hearing. For hear from all directions once; 
not see that way all. 


Marshall McLuhan, one the editors the dis- 
tinguished Canadian journal Explorations and the 
author The Mechanical Bride, teaches St. 
Michael’s College the University Toronto. 
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Clower 


FLIGHT INTO EGYPT 


When Joseph was old man, 
old man was he, 
married Virgin Mary, 
the queen Galilea. 
Traditional Air 


cannot your heart 

nor reckon own your head. 
Pity me, and revert 

while the moon oval and bad. 


lop-sided double-eyed egg 
wasted with colic, and worse: 
your lady, sir, now the hag 
whose ankles thump your horse, 


whose heart slaps ribs 

and, firm am, cuts 

the tissue, beyond the tribe, 
the gibbon, the stump, the stone. 


think sensitive man, 
holding these cells and stung 


their storms, would chance again, 


placing deep his tongue 


unleavened, the blood his chin? 
Madman, prove the sun 

the spears earlier moon: 
certain. And done. 


For what though patience run, 
like genius, cold lines? 

The marvel’s old man’s pain, 
and his heavy, loosening bones. 


THE NATURALIST 


father was beautiful tend 

break hands from hiding. See the birds? 
Flapped out like fancy hawks, they ride wrists, 
fidgeting and napping some pained 

inertia their own. Not with words: 

those bees rave like colony queens, 

insurgent each, not one pretender native. 

False flowers choke the Natchez Trace. 


father was too beautiful, guess: 

wild turkeys rend gloves, and pelicans 
—distensible pouches for olives. 
Yet, did dream the bees, one mind, 
loathing Audubon, stung, and died like drones? 
double nature sprawls within some last 
deplorable wilderness, where even bones 
bubble with honey, and the few owls depend. 


FANFARE 


What care, what care 

for the horns that emerge from your hair, 
flourishes new-born gold? 

have always been too old. 


for the horns and the dark deep hair. 
Rams are crashing everywhere, 

rams with hideous testicles: 

women think little else. 


What? Phidias worked your gold? 
breathed upon you? cold. 
Scratch more maternal breast, 
half mind, half incest, 


and catch bawling scold. 
(Goat. Imagine! While, dear, 
garden flits across the floor, 


Out sight! Must you told? 
too old. too old. 
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Joseph Lyons 


THE LINELAND TREE 


1884 the Rev. Edwin Abbott, headmaster the 
City London School and well known theologian 
and Shakespearean scholar, published most remark- 
able adventure story. had already gained some 
fame for his bold educational ventures—for example, 
had introduced courses Sanskrit, comparative 
philology, and even English literature into the classi- 
cal curriculum, and had recommended that public 
school classes reduced fewer than seventy boys— 
but this particular work had nothing with his 
pedagogical innovations. Indeed, was unusual 
that felt obliged issue under pseudonym. 
Perhaps others since then have had the same attitude, 
for nowhere officially mentioned connection 
with his name, not the half-column entry devoted 
him the Britannica nor three eulogistic pages 
found the Dictionary National Biography. 
You will agree, think, that deserves rescued 
from pseudonymity, though perhaps for reasons not 
immediately evident. 

The narrator Abbott’s story, who identified 
calling lawyer but for some obscure purpose 


the author’s left nameless, takes the first half 
the book with most interesting description his 
country’s curious customs and social structure. Unfor- 
tunately, have space dwell these 
turn instead the point where the author plunges 
directly into the plot, and note that does 
this with kind reverse narrative English: 
makes his story move forward seeming cause 
move backward. The device used the 
rator’s dream. 

saw before vast multitude Straight Lines 

interspersed with other Beings still smaller and 
the nature lustrous points—all moving and 
fro one and the same Straight Line, and, nearly 
could judge, with the same velocity. 

noise confused, multitudinous chirping 
twittering issued from them intervals long 
they were moving; but sometimes they ceased from 
motion, and then all was silence.” 

Intrigued this assemblage, the dreamer makes 
himself known the ruler the land, opinionated 
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and testy individual who manages, between explo- 
sions choleric rage the gross ignorance, 
describe the nature their social organization. 
There follows dialogue which touched off the 
dreamer’s use the phrase “right and left.” 

King: And let ask what you mean those 
words ‘left’ and ‘right.’ suppose your way 
saying Northward and Southward. 

Dreamer: Not besides your motion 
Northward and Southward, there another motion 
which call from right left. 

King: Exhibit me, you please, this motion 
from left right. 

Dreamer: Nay, that cannot do, unless you could 
step out your Line altogether. 

King: Out Line? you mean out the 
world? Out Space? 

Dreamer: Well, yes. Out your World. Out 
your Space. For your Space not the true Space. 
True Space Plane; but your Space only Line. 

King: you cannot indicate this motion from left 
right yourself moving it, then beg you 

Dreamer: you cannot tell your right side from 
your left, fear that words mine can make 
meaning clear you. But surely you cannot ig- 
norant simple distinction.” 

And they argued, the narrator despairing 
making clear that the King has but limited view 
what actually larger truth; the King his 
turn perversely equating his own narrow horizons 
with what must the limits the real world. 


now you will have seen through the 

rather transparent stratagem with which Abbott 
has attempted treatise geometry. Good teacher 
that is, has clothed his textbook lesson the 
guise adventure story, fantasy. The hero and 
narrator the story two-dimensional creature, 
square, from two-dimensional world. The journey 
takes dream even more restricted spa- 
tial world, one-dimensional world mere lines and 
points, serves the author introduction the se- 
quence events which true three-dimensional 
organism, sphere, turn tries bring wisdom 
the squares, the triangles, and the other living shapes 
the land two dimensions. The book is, course, 
that beloved minor classic, Flatland. 

story which the characters are portrayed 
the various geometrical figures would seem con- 
ducive about much dramatic interest series 
tableaux high school senior class. That Abbott 


has been able make their conflicts and wishes 
fascinating and almost moving story tribute 
his rare narrative skill, and perhaps well his grasp 
some fundamental, less explicit, conceptions un- 
derlying his guiding idea. describes rigidly or- 
dered society which social position inexorably 
determined one’s congenital shape. Life within this 
proscribed caste system is, put bluntly, rather 
dreary. The chief form interpersonal endeavor 
recognize one’s fellows, for clear that pair 
two-dimensional creatures moving about plane 
surface, they should meet, would have some diffi- 
culty determining each other’s shapes and therefore 
knowing how conduct themselves with each 
other. Even the idea shape is, course, for them 
only inference rather than matter direct ex- 
perience, for order see some manner con- 
cretely sense all one time the shape another crea- 
ture, they would have rise out their two-dimen- 
sional world and, speak, look down their fel- 
lows. this fact, this inherent limitation the 
world Flatland, that the plot the adventure 
swings; and quite properly its subtitle Romance 
many dimensions.” 

But Abbott makes this artificial scholastic con- 
coction living, breathing world. “The Inhabitants 
one devotee the work has said, “are 
sentient beings, troubled our troubles and moved 
our emotions. Flat they may physically, but 
their characters are well rounded.” The narrator, who 
respectable member his class, and justifiably 
proud his grandson most promising young 
Hexagon unusual brilliancy and perfect angular- 
but cursed with abiding sense that there 
are worlds beyond his own conquer—and there- 
fore, inevitably, rebel against the established order 
things and finally forlorn prisoner the State— 
travels dream and spell and down dimensional 
continuum. attempts persuade the King one- 
dimensional Lineland the absurd chauvinism 
his own limited purview; and himself turn 
castigated his Spaceland guide, the Sphere, for the 
narrowness that displays regard the possibility 
world more than two dimensions. This how 
the superior creature describes the space which the 
Square proudly calls the universe: 

“You are living Plane. What you style Flat- 
land the vast level surface what may call 
fluid, on, in, the top which you and your coun- 
trymen move about, without rising above fall- 
ing below it.” 

And for the final, clinching argument, the Sphere 
concludes, thundering, Space-filling voice: 
Flatland thou hast lived; Lineland thou hast 
received vision; thou hast soared with the 
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heights Spaceland; now, order complete the 
range thy experience, conduct thee downward 
the lowest depth existence, even the realm 
Pointland, the abyss dimension. 

“Behold yon miserable creature. That Point 
Being like ourselves, but confined the non-dimen- 
sional Gulf. himself his own World, his own 
Universe; any other than himself can form 
conception; knows not Length, nor Breadth, nor 
Height, for has had experience them; has 
cognizance even the number Two; nor has 
thought Plurality; for himself his One and 
All, being really 

They descend communicate with this creature; 
they try startle it, reveal its poor horizons, and 
something higher.” But their very words 
derogation and contempt, meant reveal the 
Point its puny nothing-ness, make more bemused 
with its self-adoration, for can only imagine that 
has coined its own words insult: the joy, 
ah, the joy Thought! What can not achieve 
thinking! Its own Thought coming Itself, sugges- 
tive Its disparagement, thereby enhance Its hap- 
piness! Sweet rebellion stirred result triumph! 
Ah, the divine creative power the All One! Ah, 
the joy, the joy Being!” 

Each will draw his own self-satisfying moral 
tacle this poor creature, besotted “the ignorant 
fruition his omnipresence and omniscience.” 
little wonder that generations amateur mathema- 
ticians have delighted the implications this work. 
What have say, then, may seem ungracious and 
quibbling, for praise the author for what has 
done without knowing it, also deplore his mistaken 
conception what has actually accomplished. 

Abbott was mathematician but classicist and 
schoolmaster. Some have lauded his prescience, claim- 
ing for him the role prophet the relativistic revo- 
lution modern physics. William Garnett, for one, 
who wrote introduction one printing the sixth 
most recent edition the book, gives its author 
credit for forecasting the space mod- 
ern scientific sees the work essen- 
tially mathematical treatise, just did anony- 
mous letter writer who 1920, the journal Nature, 
credited Abbott with the scope Euclid, the fore- 
sight Newton, the stature Einstein, and the 
ability besides depict vividly series abstract 
conceptions. But sadly, with all its virtues, Flatland 
cannot called valid mathematical treatise. 
Banesh Hoffman, mathematician his own right 
and another admirer and composer introduction, 
correctly points out, contribution higher 
mathematics expand indefinitely, kind logi- 


cal analogy, the familiar three-dimensional cop. 
tinuum our own world. Time time, not fourth 
spatial dimension. There are only three space; there 
can more than three; and the Square’s grand 
spaces, their nature grasped the mind 
analogy with the relation between Flatland and 
Spaceland, rests simply failure understand the 
mathematical concept space-time continuum. 

This ought dispose Abbott’s fancies; they are 
schoolboy tricks, more. But now that have 
pushed them off into one wing, stage left, permit 
bring them triumphantly from stage right, 
another costume and role. will maintain that Flat- 
land work anthropological psychology, not 
mathematics. accomplishes what all psychologies 
should do, though they rarely try and often fail: 
instructs the nature the human world. Ina 
previous article this journal (Fall, 1959) de. 
scribed what called the world the rock, that is, 
the object pure and simple. This, said, was 
world without dimensions time space. What 
would now next step the ordered scale Na- 
ture’s organisms? One answer hand—it can 
traced faint but clear outline Abbott’s wonderful 
imaginings. 

Keeping mind the testy little monarch Line- 
land, let consider the world the tree. could 
get inside the tree, inside its world—but can- 
not. What like tree? not know. In- 
deed, not ask me, for have enough trouble trying 
tell you what like human being. know 
tell it, changes from matter wonder piece 
data, from miracle report. All that any- 
one else can regard the tree, then, imag- 
ine kind biological person who not 
person, tree-like creature who can tell some- 
thing about how things are for him; and from this 
may hope draw few provisional conclusions. 
The testimony from this creature might well 
the effect that can and must only one direc- 
tion. starts the ground and goes toward the 
sky, without fail. cannot back; cannot move 
toward the side. Even more, the very idea moving 
these alternative directions, their very possibility, 
beyond the grasp the tree. not that “side- 
there and the tree chooses ignore it; rather, 
the very structure the tree’s world such that there 
sideways, direction all but straight the 
open air and the sun. visitor were find way 
intrude, perhaps dream, into this world, the 
tree would course have self-righteously deny his 
other-worldly accuse him, let say, being 
monstrous seaweed, for these sometimes grow 
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length ninety feet and even appear have cer- 
tain freedom regards point attachment and direc- 
tion growth. self-respecting tree could other- 
wise. 

The tree, then, the monarch Lineland. And 
now note how brilliantly Abbott has intuited the logi- 
cally necessary characteristics such world, particu- 
larly regard the senses. Lineland there 
sense touch—indeed, contact expressly forbidden. 
There not much more vision, this sense being 
limited the little that each inhabitant can see di- 
rectly front him. None them appear make 
use the sense sight, since would avail them 
nothing beyond what they already know, that each 
them his assigned place and that someone else 
occupies the next space. Only regard the sense 
hearing information gained and the shared life 
the community carried on. hearing that, with 
amazing delicacy and subtlety, bridges vast distances 
—just though, fact, they were not distances 
all, just though distance such was irrelevant 
the call Nature which goes from one the other. 
The cry and its reception are indeed subtle, ex- 
quisitely attuned just the life the inhabitants 
Lineland, that the gross senses visitor from 
another world they appear more than “mul- 
titudinous chirping twittering.” the sounds 
the forest appear us, visitors from another world, 
when walk among the trees, even when be- 
come aware the slight and fro movement the 
branches and the fluttering leaves concurrently 
with the stirring the air. the sounding, moving 
air within which tree lives, air that carries the seed 
far out the wind, mate with another tree vast 
distances away; air toward which the tree must grow; 
air with which sets its atmospheric interchange 
breathing. Therefore tree lives air and will 
die without it; but the cold and spaceless rock can 
exist the surface the moon. 


TREE and the plant, inhabitants Line- 

land, have their assigned places, and this 
sense they exist spatial world which once re- 
moved from that the rock. the world the rock 
there could hearing all, bridge between 
two rocks, community rocks. Each com- 
plete world its own. Supposing that rock could 
tell how things seemed—but then would not even 
able tell us. Lacking space and truly 
world-less. The rock’s imagining—assuming for mo- 
ment such self-contradictory notion—would consist 
exclusively feeding its own thoughts. 


world outside all sensory experience, would know 
neither length nor breadth nor height, would have 
cognizance even the number Two nor have 
thought plurality. The rock, who himself his One 
and All, the inhabitant Pointland. 

One step beyond this simple worldlessness the 
tree-like structure nobly residing the place which 
its own. Uproot from its assigned place and 
dies, unless you also take along some its familiar 
earth which nourishes it. More than this, the tree 
rooted certain way. You cannot plant its 
side top down; has top and bottom which 
are related its very life tree. Thus, space for 
the tree made least one direction, that 
up-down. far the tree concerned, there 
up—though does not follow, course, that there 
necessarily down. 

From our own view three-dimensional beings 
find easy assume that because the tree cleaves 
space grows, because, for example, the sunflower 
turns toward the sun the ivy follows the turn 
wall, the space flora more than uni-directional. 
But this directionality never more than character- 
istic the surround. The sunflower would move 
zigzag path that were the sun’s orbit, for does 
not move the sun moves but simply faces it. And 
walls were built angle forty-five degrees 
our horizontal, that would the ivy’s path. Deter- 
mine the geometric characteristic the relevant sur- 
round, add the single inevitable direction up, 
and you have the pattern the life the tree, its 
space well its time. 

Change the tree time, you could this with- 
out disturbing its position space, and the tree will 
have moved, again essentially the one direction 
open it. larger smaller, taller shorter; 
and along with this, its characteristics have changes 
which make the other changes possible; full 
bloom barren, budding bare. Now for the first 
time the scale Nature the terms that may 
used describe the natural organism seem apply 
equally persons, with the meanings unchanged: 
uprooted, tall, blooming, barren. Rock terms produce 
humanoid adjectives, whereas the tree, because 
has gained space least one direction and 
thereby expresses the human characteristic growth, 
seems some ways represent us. Like the person, 
the tree must not disturbed the wrong time; the 
strength its ties must respected. Change 
summer, when its ties its home are strongest, and 
place which truly environment. 

Thus, time for the tree longer mere succes- 
sion equivalent instants which are external its 
substance, but written into its very heart. You can 
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tell the age tree counting its rings; and you 
look closely, you can see where someone carved his 
name long time ago. The knife schoolboy, 
poor season, the lightning flash which made scar— 
these alien forces mark off the time the tree di- 
visions read someone who has different 
history—and this fact, that two histories can cross 
and affect each other, lies whatever may know 
about the phenomenon understanding. Further, 
because having history that ourselves can 
come understand even the possibility the miracle 
growth another living organism. For growth can- 
not understood mere mechanical sequence 
shifts characteristics co-incident with the divisions 
calendar time. are believe the cosmologists 
our day, the universe expanding, but not 
growing. drop some potassium permanganate into 
bowl water and the liquid changes the observ- 
able characteristic color rapid and striking fash- 
ion; but though water changes, does not grow. 
Growth takes place, not the time the clock 
the calendar, but another kind time—the time 
animate organisms, the time history, time 
which coterminous with space least one 
direction. 

The redwood tree becomes, its growth, almost 


Let Dedicate These Lines 


Let dedicate these lines 

the handicapped Boston 
Those who have endured 

The amputees 

The half sick 

The half cured 


Let dedicate verse 

the mutilated this town 
Too lame leap 

Too deaf hear 

Too old live 

Too safe drown 


Save separate strophe 

For the seller the brace and such 
The bandage 

The earplug 

The wheelchair 

The iron lung 

The sterile bath 

The crutch 


those who suffer 
From gout and atrophy 


inconceivably larger than the tiny shoot which began 
its life span. Perhaps single part remains up. 
changed through its long life, yet remains the same 
tree, just the butterfly remains the same creature 
through its series metamorphoses. never 
that the redwood shoot one object and the 
giant tree another, that the caterpillar 
tion the butterfly. Each grows, the manner 
marked out for its kind, can never happen with 
the rock. There genealogy rocks. The time 
growth different from the time change the 
charged and beneficient air the forest from the 
dry and lifeless atmosphere the rock-like moon, 
Thus time and space are inextricably meshed, 
harmony that begins Lineland where growth and 
animate life appear, and extends into the realm 
Flatland, where second and even greater 
makes its appearance—movement. this, and 
such stirring issues whether worms can crawl back- 
ward and why there are doughnut-shaped fish, 
that with your permission will turn next. 


This the second series articles Joseph 
Lyons, research psychologist the Veterans Ad- 
ministration Hospital, Lexington, Kentucky. 


From dislocations 
Strains 

Cirrhosis 

Vague pains 

From venereal disease 
Called modesty 


the infirm warders The Hill 
Nurses the common weal 

The non-contagious faction 

The priests 

Intravenous hope 

And those who sit afterhours bars 
Their souls traction 


Let dedicate these lines 

Boston’s wounded 

Who want the night-light brighter 
lilt their orthopedic waltz 
They keep the fever 

Down with drugs 

And pull the blanket 

Tighter 
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Hugh Kenner 


Beckett: The Rational Domain 


the old questions, the old answers, there’s 
nothing like them! —Endgame 


Not count! One the few satisfactions life? 


—All That Fall 


Beckett the principal master our time the 
formal declarative sentence, mastery has con- 
solidated during his years writing French, where 
one places the subject before the verb and the object 
after it, and unites modifiers their substantives with 
fragile but inflexible logic. Every such sentence ad- 
vances the narrative, the argument, exact 
and measurable degree; there ellipsis, rubato, 
homely leap the precipitate heart. The pace 
this prose even and indomitable, utterly unrelated 
the pace events. Like cinema can convince 


us, despite cuts and flashbacks, that the real de- 
claring itself from moment moment, without in- 
tervention, abridgment, acceleration. Hence its 
suitability drama, where what happens happens 
before now, neither “presented” nor interfered 
with. Hence, the novels, its unique identity with 
its subject, which not sequence recreated hap- 
penings but fondling, the intellect, remem- 
bered sequence. 

Thus Malone, for instance, having just consolidated 
his belongings, discerns one two unimportant dis- 
crepancies between estimate and tally: 


see then that had attributed myself certain 
can see. But might they not have rolled behind 
piece furniture? That would surprise me. 
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The analytic intelligence examines this hypothesis 
its own speed, and with its own criteria reasonable- 
ness. The analytic intelligence then declines 
hurried away from evidence some complexity: 


boot, for example, can boot roll behind 
piece furniture? And yet see only one boot. 
And behind what piece furniture? 
room, the best knowledge, there only 
one piece furniture capable intervening 
between and possessions, refer the 
cupboard. But cleaves the wall, the two 
walls, for stands the corner, that seems 
part them. 


Beckett’s absolute sureness decorum, juxtaposing 
without quaver sentences that might have come 
from the prosecutor’s summing-up (“I refer the 
cupboard”) with scraps the bleakest notation 
(“And yet see only one boot”) presides over 
highly formal elegance, into which every qualifica- 
tion required reliable formulation (“in this room, 
the best knowledge can find its way 
with scientific precision. sentence prolongs itself 
merely because cannot find out where end, 
reduced less than full coherence human pas- 
sion however intense. Macmann and Moll make love 
context bountiful explicitness: 


And though both were completely ignorant they 
finally succeeded, summoning their aid all the 
resources the skin, the mucus, and the imagi- 
nation, striking from their dry and feeble clips 
kind sombre gratification. that Moll ex- 
claimed, being (at that stage) the more expan- 
sive the two, would had but met sixty 
years ago! But the long road this what 
flutterings, alarms and bashful fumblings, 
which only this, that they gave Macmann some 
insight into the expression, Two company. 


Macmann’s exegetical insight illustrates that the 
man “Premier Amour” whose epitaph, composed 
long ago, gives him unfailing satisfaction: “Elle illus- 
tre point grammaire.” 


A 
Ci-git qui échappa tant 
n’en échappe que maintenant. 


nier, vers, mais cela n’a pas 
mon avis. 


And nothing, seems, can retard advance the pace 
this implacable notation, which ultimately, one 


would not expect, sustains Moll and 
the courtesy patient attention. Within 
earnest detachment Moll’s exclamation loses half 
absurdity, and contrives change from the echo 
some negligible novel into appropriate expression 
human passion suffused with human dignity: 
would had but met sixty years ago! 
had” strikes the Roman note. 

The mind prevising sentence’s latter part, the wil 
directing the sentence past all distractions, the 
nation building with just many achieved 
may needed, these faculties rise over our other. 
wise benumbing affinity with the animals that 
sentence reproduces slow motion some mental 
gesture. For the mind systematize retrospect its 
dartings through chaos, and between salient point 
that reconstructed trajectory draw unswerving 
syntactic lines, transfer graph paper move. 
ments the hares and butterflies can only 
Thus human dignity asserts itself syntax: 
ciple abandoned the English written language some 
time after Dryden, but still active French. The 
regnant principle English style, connoisseurship 
incandescent phrases, lays unusual burden 
individual words; hence Joseph Conrad’s complaint 
that English word word, that English you 
cannot say “an oaken table” without conveying per- 
haps more than you meant to. You are going bail, 
such phrase, for the table’s substantiality, worth 
and age. “Un table chéne” specifies material 
and stops. This quality the language which 
were first composed enters into the very sinews 


HAMM: chercher deux roues bicy- 
clette. 

CLOV: n’y plus roues bicyclette. 
HAMM: chose est impossible. 


This strophic exchange our first intimation that the 
world crumbling away every side the room 
where Hamm sits his chair; determines, there- 
fore, the rigor with which the bleak ambience 
regarded. This determination the French makes with- 
out assistance from the actor. n’y plus roues 
bicyclette” states merely that from the 
there has been subtracted the category “roues bi- 
does not posture, does not declaim. 
“There are more bicycle wheels” unsustained 
this philosophic sureness negation; spoken rapidly, 
overly casual, spoken with feeling expends 
sonorities rhetoric deprivation, beating 
unyielding absence. Translating his dialogut 
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into English, Beckett has had choice this point 
but use dictionary equivalents, and 
noticeably weaker this point than Fin Partie. 
Elsewhere, pursuing always ideal impartial 
exactness, has had prune the English very con- 
siderably keep sentiment out. 


NAGG (giegnard): que 
CLOV: biscuit classique. 


This becomes, 


NAGG What it? 
CLOV: Spratt’s medium. 


desperate equivalent for the aloof precision 
“le biscuit Some minutes later Hamm as- 
certains from Clov that his seeds have not sprouted, 
that they were going sprout they would have 
sprouted now: 


CLOV: elles devaient germer elles auraient 
germé. Elles germeront jamais. 

temps. 

HAMM: C’est moins gai que 


There nothing that can done for Hamm’s com- 
ment the course transposing this exchange into 
more sentimental idiom: English spoken idiom can- 
not protect “moins with the rigor the negative 
comparative, impersonal minus sign, nor pre- 
vent from expanding into yearning after 
vanished yesterdays; nor can it, for that matter, sup- 
ply equivalent for “Elles germeront jamais” 
sufficiently austere declare its meaning and stop. 
Determined all costs keep bay pathos that 
would ruin the play, Beckett having written 
sprout” instructs the actor utter this line 
“violently,” and for moins gai que 
has contented himself with “This not much fun.” 


clear that when quailed before the prospect 

rewriting this play English, and wrote Alan 
Schneider that the English text would inevitably 
poor substitute loss will much greater than 
from the French the English the author 
spoke the simple truth. This not the generic problem 
“untranslatability,” question values and nu- 
ances. principle entoiled the very conception 
Fin Partie, which carries one extreme (there 
are others) the Beckett concern with style phe- 


nomenon explicitness, and elucidates his prolonged 
immurement with the French language. 

One side explicitness pedantry: that habit 
mind which takes keen pleasure not knowing but 
retracing the process arriving knowledge. 
(Virtue, wrote Arnold Geulincx, the Love Rea- 
son, Virtus est Amor and reason meant 
the rational process, not the contemplation its 
results: Nam Virtus solam Rationem admittit, solam 
illam sinu complexuque suo dignatur; omnem aliam 
contemplationem excludit.) The pedant not im- 
pelled use the Theorem Pythagoras for squaring 
off building lot; delights savor each the 
stages which the theorem itself proved: act 
pure connoisseurship, yielding nothing new, one 
human approximation the pure intellection the 
angels, who make discoveries. Molloy describes 
step step the Odyssey that brought him this bed, 
the pedant rehearses the past because bounded, 
definite, mysterious yet circumscribed. chained 
some point origin, and fondles lovingly each 
the links, with rapture analogous the mathemati- 
cal passions. ax’ plus plus equals zero, then 
without fail, exception doubtful case will equal 
minus plus minus the square root minus 
ac, the whole divided 2a, and this truth, 
can never expand, can never worn out. are 
invited refinger the smoothed formulations 
Watt: “Obscure keys may open simple locks but sim- 
ple keys obscure locks never;” “By what means 
then were the dog and the food brought to- 
gether, those days which, Knott having 
left all part his food for the day, all part 
the food was available for the dog?” greater 
length, and with further nuances pedantry, 


Now Erskine’s room was always locked, and the 
key Erskine’s pocket. rather, Erskine’s 
room was never unlocked, nor the key out 
Erskine’s pocket, longer than two three sec- 
onds stretch, which was the time that 
Erskine took take the key from his pocket, un- 
lock his door the outside, glide into his room, 
lock his door again the inside and slip the key 
back into his pocket, take the key from his 
pocket, unlock his door the inside, glide out 
his room, lock the door again the outside 
and slip the key back into his pocket. For Er- 
skine’s room had been always locked, and the key 
always Erskine’s pocket, then Erskine himself, 
for all his agility, would have been hard set 
glide and out his room, the way did, 
unless had glided and out the window, 
the chimney. But and out the window 
could not have glided, nor and out the 
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chimney, without being crushed death. And 
this was true also Watt. 


Here, expanded into kind aesthetic principle, 
and equipped with protagonist correspond, 
have the technical narcissism Murphy, obeying the 
impulse every principle the Beckett cosmos 
declare itself somewhere full and leisure. Watt, 
who inhabits the house Knott kind 
weak-eyed speculative daze, illustrates the principle 
that the pedant the supreme aesthete (Lyly; 
Wilde), and that every use language sufficiently 
comprehensive and explicit tends, the expense 
brevity, aesthetic status. Consider for instance the 
ten pages Watt that caress the incident the 
Galls, father and son. These two appear 
Knott’s door, and the younger, middleaged man, 
makes brief speech introduction: 


are the Galls, father and son, and are 
come, what more, all the way from town, 
choon the piano. 


They already sound though they have rather in- 
vented themselves the spot than walked from 
busy world. more” delicious. After the 
piano tuned the younger Gall speaks again: 


The mice have returned, said. 

The elder said nothing. Watt wondered had 
heard. 

Nine dampers remain, said the younger, and 
equal number hammers. 

Not corresponding, hope, said the elder. 

one case, said the younger. 

The elder had nothing say this. 

The strings are flitters, said the younger. 
The elder had nothing say this either. 
The piano doomed, opinion, said the 
younger. 

The piano-tuner also, said the elder. 

The pianist also, said the younger. 

This was perhaps the principal incident Watt’s 
early days Knott’s house 


Watt, however, cannot forbear rehearse the in- 
cident his head until has “developed 
plastic content and gradually lost, the nice processes 
its light, its sound, its impacts and its rhythm, all 
meaning, even the most literal.” thus becomes— 
and this receives several pages study—an incident 
“of great formal brilliance and indeterminable pur- 
port” (like all the rest the book), that plaus- 
ible ask whether whatever happened had actually 
meaning for Watt whatever the moment its 


taking place: “were there neither Galls nor piano 
then, but only unintelligible series changes, 
which Watt finally extracted the Galls and the 
self-defense?” 

That things and events are extracted self-defeny 
philosophy’s self-cancelling propositions, assailing 
the very act its own affirmation. thus 
suited Beckett’s characteristic comedy the 


passe. first cousin the statement, 
statement that make meaningless.” hands over 
all discourse the domain Style; terms have 
sounds but not referents, sentences shape but not 
port. Thus Watt begins communicate “back 
front:” 
rest 

Day most, night part, Knott with now. Now the 
till up, little seen oh, little heard oh. Night 
till morning from. Heard this, saw this, then Ers 
what. Things quiet, dim. Ears, eyes, failing now 
also. Hush in, mist in, moved so. 

Later inverts all his usual discretion 
sense what was acceptable the ear, and aesthetic 
not only the order the words the 
sentence but that the letters the word and that his 
the sentences the period: 

Dis dis, nem owt. Yad la, tin trap. Skin, 
skin, skin. did ned taw? On. Taw klat 
tonk? On. Tonk klat taw? On. Tonk kool 
taw? On. Taw kool tonk? Nilb, mun, mud. 
Tin trap, yad la. Nem owt, dis dis. 
(Sid sid, two men. day, part nit. Dum, 
num, blin. Knot look wat? No. Wat look 
knot? No. Wat talk knot? No. Knot talk 
wat? No. Wat den did do? Niks, niks, niks. 
Part nit, day. Two men, sid sid.) 
rhythm, symmetry, even often euphony, this 
formal anything the book. for coherence, 
obeys the rule that the terms either side 
equation may arranged any order. inter- 
ested the shape ideas,” Beckett told Harold 


Hobson, “even not believe them. There 
wonderfui sentence Augustine. wish could 
remember the Latin. even finer Latin than 
English. ‘Do not despair; one the thieves was 
saved. not presume; one the thieves was 
damned.’ That sentence has wonderful shape. 
the shape that matters.” 

are back among the formulations 
Daily expediency finds one ordering 
tumult convenient, the mind ease within itself may 
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cherish quite another, and occasionally the two may 
intersect. special prestige attaches any grouping 
the mind may choose impose: the odds 
any combination cards are exactly great 
the odds against spades. The rules game which 
impute special virtue the latter (no rarer itself 
than any other grouping) simply acknowledge that 
symmetry satisfying itself, and helpful the 
memory. 

fact dissolves into symmetry; not that “fact,” 
for Watt, anything but collective prejudice. Watt 
touches the unreflecting world just four points: 
Dublin street, where narrative that began 
pedantry sat down beside him, the lady 
the one side, the gentleman the other. 
result this, Hackett found himself between 
them”) passes through ceremony fantasy; second, 
the not-world Knott, where the episodes 
Erskine’s key, and the scavenging dog, and the Galls 
father and son, are melded the deliquescent facul- 
ties Watt; third, institution for the gently 
unbalanced, where Watt communicates his experi- 
ences certain Sam, who assumes responsibility for 
the narrative its present form; and fourth, the 
station, where part find Watt detraining for 
his sojourn with Knott, and part find 
him have somehow disappeared. omit, not 
pertaining any known world, the book’s Paradiso, 
the 28-page fantasy transacted college commit- 
Each these milieux, street, house, asy- 
lum, station, undergoes did the Galls father and 
son eerie disintegration into cadence, balance, and 
imperturbable reason. Imperturbable reason 
soul pedantry, cadence and balance its ceremonial. 
They have power dilute the importunity things, 
and neutralize the energetic passions. Watt considers 
length what order, all, should shut the 
door, set down his bags, and rest; and pedantry, hav- 
ing rehearsed every combination these actions, 
counsels him undertake none; “For the sitting 
down was standing again, and the load laid 
down another load raise, and the door shut another 
door open, hard upon the last, soon before 
the next, prove, very likely, the long run, 
more fatiguing than the socks the 
footsore Watt call for ceremonious attention: 


wearing, the foot that was too small, not 
one sock his pair socks, but both, and 
the foot that was too large, not the other, but 
none, Watt strove vain correct this assyme- 
try. But logic was his side, and remained 
faithful, when involved journey any 
length, this distribution his socks, prefer- 
ence the other three. 


That there should three other distributions two 
socks, and that this, which has been chosen, can 
resolved into its elements and reasons assigned thereto; 
that logic indeed the side this one only: 
linger the presence these truths yields the 
pedantic mind enduring satisfaction, into which 
appreciably subsumed the raw discomfort wearing 
boot, size twelve, and shoe, size ten, feet sized 
each eleven. inventory yields ceremony, and cere- 
mony anaesthesia. 


SIMILAR means much the given and 
actual has lodged the understanding can 
decalcified. The real gives its strangeness, the unex- 
pected its arbitrariness, for the pedantic intellect that 
can perceive the unexpected event term series 
events, and enumerate additional terms that 
series, that can accept the real thing but the actu- 
alization one potentiality among many, and consider 
turn the others. the absurdity the arrange- 
ments which the dog and the remains 
Knott’s food are brought together alleviated, for 
Watt, considering alternative arrangements the 
author these arrangements must have considered 
them, and discarding them must have discarded 
them. (“Not that for moment Watt supposed that 
had penetrated the forces play, this particular 
instance, even perceived the forms that they up- 
heaved, obtained the least useful information con- 
cerning himself, Knott, for did not. But 
had turned, little little, disturbance into words, 
had made pillow old words, for 
far are these passages, and the mental processes 
they enumerate, from idiosyncrasy, that Abelard 
would have gloried them. They apotheosize the 
long labor the West restore the particular its 
genera, and assign the genera causes, and subsume 
causes the First Cause, pillowing many head 
teased among other things (we may speculate) the 
inherent ordonnance the Latin language, which 
ought communicable the obdurate things 
language handles. Scholastic philosophy could not 
have been carried in, say, English prose stood 
the thirteenth century. Modern English prose was 
developed the seventeenth century fill the need 
for vernacular such things Latin speculation 
could translated into. Beckett the same way 
abandoned English after Watt, having carried far 
could English much indebted the seven- 
teenth episode Ulysses, and conceived his trilogy 
with the assistance French. subsequently de- 
veloped new English the course translating 
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what had conceived different linguistic cli- 
mate. could hardly have done both jobs once. 
Hereabouts encounter Beckett’s concern with 
sorts with the cadences pedantry, and allies itself 
with the Pythagorean and Augustinian pursuit 
essences. Mathematics can denature the obdurate 
existent surely can concern with succession and 
potentiality. The universe number not only one 
whose internal relationships are locked place for 
the pedantic intellect fondle tranquillity forever, 
also world devoid gritty specifications. Its 
points have position without magnitude, its forms not 
only formal perfection but ideal non-existence. They 
are essences wholly; they specify the mundane, 
coincidence, the fine six-place recurring decimal 
which Watt hears sung invisible choir— 


Fifty two point two eight five seven one four two 
eight five seven one four two 


—happens reduce decimal notation leap-year 
expressed weeks. The song goes speak 
blooming, withering, drooping, and the passage 
generations; but these processes can purged away 
and the longest year contemplated under ideal 
aspect, climate abridged, pain negated, devouring 
Time blunting lion’s claws, whoever knows 
how divide into 366. will empty also 
lions, suns, and love, but procedure unflawed. 
know nothing nothing,” Molloy reflects, 
want know anything likewise, but beyond 
knowing anything, know you are beyond knowing 
anything,* that when peace enters in, the soul 
the incurious seeker. then the true division 
begins, twenty-two seven for example, and the 
pages fill with the true ciphers Twenty-two 
seven the schoolbook approximation pi, the 
circle-squarer. And the “true ciphers” are 3.142857, 
end, invariable patterns that grow less and less sig- 
nificant. their sum gradually approximates toward 
the secret the circle, their importance gradually 
dwindles toward zero. They are also, oddly enough, 
the same figures that recur the invisible choir’s 
reduction the year weeks, though Time itself 
were circular. Mr. Joyce seems say, should 
there four legs table,” wrote Beckett twenty 
years before conceived Molloy, “and four 
horse, and four seasons and four Gospels and four 


The French text sharper: “Car rien savoir, 
rien, rien vouloir savoir non plus, mais 
rien pouvoir savoir, savoir rien pouvoir 


recalls Pythagoras and the dialogues 
Duthuit. The art which, helpless, unable come 
being, does come into being don’t know”) 
has taste for the extreme case which the 
logic the artist’s situation converges. Beckett 
ably backs the mode practising into its 
corner, and most satisfied can render further 
performance that mode, him, impossible. Every 
game endgame. fiction, for instance, mirrors 
the minutiae life, then there stretches before every 
fiction-writer infinity possible novels: more 
various even, that possible, than life, since after 
time the novels themselves commence 
But the series can made not diverge but 
converge toward some limit, then very close that 
limit shall find the Beckettian writer his 
negligible increments. Fiction, for instance, will con- 
verge narrator and his story are inventions 
lar realization this series the increments grow 
negligible after three terms, the third being called, 
with nod Pythagoras, The Unnamable. Its trail- 
ing-off documented series thirteen “textes 
pour Rien,” the limit the series being perhaps zero 
and the final words being 


que tout serait silencieux vide noir, comme 
maintenant, comme quand tout sera fini, 
tout dit, dit-elle, murmure-t-elle. 


This procedure has, not unsurprisingly, the shape 
the classic statement the classic Pythagorean 
problem. That aboriginal surd the square root two, 
which threw the custodians the rational into panic, 
exactly 


the denominator growing steadily emptier the fur- 
ther carry it, and the expression tidy even 
the untrained eye Beckett’s converging 
even abstract statement, are the mind. 

The analogy grows still tidier once realize its 
range and simplicity, for surds and continued frac- 
tions are not the obstreperous rarities they may seem. 
Begin imagining, tidily arrayed, all the numbers 
there are: the domain the rational 
the integers, all the fractions, stretching infinity 
either side Zero: domain vast, orderly, and 
cessible anyone who can count pennies cut 
Any member this domain can precisely located 
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with respect its neighbors midway between 
and 8), precisely identified terms them 
plus 2), precisely ranked with reference them 
(15 larger than and moreover just twice 
Each has its name, its address, its normal 
occupation, like Rémy Gourmont’s bourgeoisie 
(“animal reproducteur, animal électoral, animal con- 
this plane move Micawber, Becky 
Sharp, Emma Bovary, Julien Sorel; also Pozzo and 
Moran. 

But next imagine this domain shadowed and inter- 
penetrated the domain the irrational numbers, 
infinitely more numerous, each maintaining its ex- 
the unexpected gaps between adjacent ra- 
tionals, which normally ignore the bourgeois 
ignores the clochard. These anomalies can more 
down the limits between which they lurk. Thus be- 
tween and more exactly between and 
more exactly still between and 
may expect the root two exist, though 
not expect find it. (Molloy, thinks Moran 
early his quest, somewhere “in the Molloy coun- 
namely “that narrow region whose administra- 
tive limits had never Should able 
find one, could not, the usual way, express 
terms its neighbors, though without having 
was stranger me,” recalls Moran. 
had invented him, mean found him ready made 
head.”) Their existence, the Pythagoreans 
perceived, essentially scandalous, overturning 
does one’s settled belief that rational domain will suf- 
fice contain all conceivable entities and all practical 
operations. (“If anyone else had spoken Mol- 
loy would have requested him stop and myself 
would not have confided his existence living soul 
more precisely, can add terms endless deci- 
mal which only the initial processes are accessible 
(“What heard, soul, suppose, where the 
acoustics are bad, was first syllable, Mol, very 
clear, followed almost once second, very thick, 
gobbled the first, and which might have 
been might have been ose, one, even 
exists, know, between converging limits 
had very little room. His time too was 
limited. hastened incessantly on, despair, 
extremely close objectives. Now, prisoner, 
hurled himself know not what narrow con- 
fines, and now hunted, sought refuge near the 
performed with such unutterable entity, just 
can perform the standard arithmetical operations 
with rational number once have located 


particular duties never terminated with the running 
earth. That would have been too easy. But had 
always deal with the client one way another, 
according instructions. Such operations took 
multitude forms, from the most vigorous the most 
Molloy, needless say, never found; for 
Moran (“so meticulous and calm the main, 
patiently turned towards the outer world towards 
the lesser evil, reining back his thoughts within 
the limits the calculable”) has been assigned 
quest discharge for which would have forsake 
the rational domain where alone can exist and try 
conceive his quarry. contemplates, composing 
himself for the quest, domain “where masses move, 
stark laws. Masses what? One does not ask.” 
Only this atmosphere “of finality without end” 
can venture consider the work hand. “For 
where Molloy could not be, nor Moran either for that 
matter, there Moran could bend over Molloy.” 

this other domain which can think about 
but not enter with our minds the irrational numbers 
exist, more numerous even than the infinitely numer- 
ous rationals. And the analogy between these 
interpenetrating but incommensurable domains that 
Beckett discerns his central analogy for the artist’s 
work and the human condition. somewhere 
man too, vast conglomerate all nature’s king- 
doms, lonely and bound.”) the Molloy do- 
main the Moran, that the irrational num- 
bers that the rational, the clown’s the 
citizen’s. The clown’s role furtive enactment 
all that orderly behavior will never attain to. 
sometimes wistful, more often the Beckett land- 
scape self-sufficient, always elusive, trapped between 
converging limits but never bound. The very shape 
the Beckett plots, Vivian Mercier has brilliantly 
noted Mathematical The Nation, 
Feb. 14, 1959, 144), can prescribed equations, 
Cartesian Man’s inflexible oracles; Watt’s career the 
curve function that approaches and turns around 
zero (Knott) before disappearing irretrievably off the 
paper, The Unnamable perhaps spiral confined 
the third quadrant where both coordinates are nega- 
tive, and capable straightening out and blending 
with zero only can protract itself infinity. 

The processes mathematics offer themselves 
the Beckett protagonists bridge into number’s 
realm the spectrally perfect, where enmired exist- 
ence may annihilated essence utterly declared. 
Let calculation get under way, let but waft 
mathematical terminology pass across the page, and 
the unpurged images day recede. least 
reasonable expect that they will, but Beckett’s 
world anticlimax. true that Arsene nearly 
succeeds freezing gluttony into formal compo- 
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sition with the merest touch Euclidean symmetry: 


the moment that one hand presses, with 
open palm, between the indefatigable jaws, 
cold potato, onion, tart, sandwich, the other 
darts into the pouch unerringly, 
fastens sandwich, onion, tart, cold potato, 
Mary wills. And the former, its way down 
filled, meets the latter its way 
emptied, point equidistant from their points 


But Molloy not lucky his attempt deal with 
the frequent escape gas from his fundament. “It’s 
hard not mention now and then, however great 
distaste. One day counted them.” Struggling 
vain reduce three hundred and fifteen occasions 
nineteen hours some inconspicuous statistic, sub- 
sides before the obduracy even one fart every 
four minutes. It’s unbelievable. Damn it, hardly 
fart all, should never have mentioned it. Extra- 
ordinary how mathematics help you know your- 
consternation, however, can unseat his gram- 
matical punctilio, and “mathematics” governs 
plural verb. 

Sometimes the transition from data numera- 
tion that gives trouble, since the grip between these 
two worlds must occur imperfectly prehensile 
mind. Having been thrown down flight stairs, the 
manic figure sustain his contention that the flight 
was after all not long one. Alas, though had 
counted them thousand times, never knew 
whether call one the step the sidewalk, two the 
step the first tread, and on, whether the 
sidewalk should not count. Once the top, was 
rent the same dilemma. the other direction, 
mean from top bottom, was just the same, the 
expression not too strong. thus arrived three 
completely different totals, without ever knowing 
which was the right one.” Worse yet, remembers 
none the three, and all three are moreover essential 
for recall one, two, three adjacent numbers 
does not empower you deduce the missing two, 
one. 


VER the Beckett landscape, then, there hovers 

inaccessible world number and relation, 

which his people fitfully try approximate their ac- 
tions. Molloy attempts circular movement, but achieves 
perhaps great polygon (“perfection not this 
One The Unnamable’s surrogates moves 
spirals. Murphy considers with agitation that his 


assortment five biscuits will not “spring life be. 
fore him, dancing the radiant measure its 
permutability, edible hundred and twenty 
until can learn not prefer any one any 
His preference for the Ginger, which saves for the 
last, leaves only four permute twenty-four ways: 
and his distaste for the Anonymous biscuit, which 
therefore wolfs immediately, further reduces the num. 
ber ways which can consume the remainder 
paltry six,” his egregious selfhood diminishing 
the spectrum availability twenty-fold. Utter 
tion choice will confer utter freedom, which 
definition access some plane which all 
ties are equally available because all 
cleansed identity and significance: and this the 
world numbers: “neither elements nor states, 
ing but forms becoming and crumbling into the frag. 
ments new becoming, without love hate any 
intelligible principle change.” Here Murphy (if 
can enter this world, which bears somewhere 
within him) position without magnitude, point 
the ceaseless unconditioned generation 
ing away line.” (If Sisyphus thinks each journey 
the first, thinks Moran, that “would keep hope 
alive, would not, hellish hope. Whereas see your- 
self doing the same thing endlessly over and over 
again fills you with 

consider, with Murphy, that bliss consists the 
full availability all the elements set that are 
theoretically possible, encounter from new 
direction the unique translucent enumerating style, 
which educes from whatever handles the delights 
total co-presence, nothing abridged. works 
tireless survey possibilities, rotating each being and 
situation before the mind arctic clarity 
closure. 


All three take off their hats simultaneously, press 

their hands their foreheads, concentrate. 

ESTRAGON: Ah! 

VLADIMIR: has it. 

POZZO: Well? 

ESTRAGON: Why doesn’t put down his 
bags? 

VLADIMIR: Rubbish! 

POZZO: Are you sure? 

VLADIMIR: Damn haven’t you already told 
us? 

POZZO: already told you? 

He’s already told us? 

VLADIMIR: Anyway has put them down. 

ESTRAGON: (glance Lucky): has. 
And what it? 

VLADIMIR: Since has put down his bags 
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impossible should have asked why 
does not so. 
Stoutly reasoned! 
And why has put them down? 
Answer that! 
VLADIMIR: order dance. 
True! 
True! 
Silence. They put their hats. 


you already told us?” already told 
“He’s already told us?” This worthy 
its lyric extreme generates the indefatigable enumera- 
Watt, every relevant qualifying circum- 
stance. 


Well, said Fitzwein, always pleasure 
for us, for for one for part, and for 
colleagues for two for theirs, meet moron 
from different crawl life from our crawl, 
from crawl and from their crawl. And that 
extent suppose are obliged you, 
Louit. But not think grasp, not 
think that grasp and should greatly sur- 
prised learn that collaborators grasp, what 
this gentleman has with the object your 
recent visit, Louit, your recent brief and, 
you will allow say so, prodigal visit the 
western seaboard. 


Like circle straining approach recede from its 
this discourse held between prodigality and 
opposed forces that ensure its elegant 
but never diffuse. Like the planets 
courses discloses makes its way the laws 
which appear governing its movement, but 
fact serve only summary description. 
not obscure instant; the syntax combs 
and distinguishes thousands short words, syn- 
Peatedly the precise individual word 
reminds that this elegance 
not hypnotized its own formulae, that its eyes 
constantly open. austere prose, not narcis- 


sistic nor baroque. not opulent. moves with the 
great calm some computation, doing thousand 
things but only necessary ones. Such the aesthetic 
Watt, where the style declares itself fully. 

subsequent works complicates itself. seizes 
smaller systems and permutes their elements more 
rapidly, producing less ample surface, more rapid 
rate involution. But the last syllable Krapp’s 
Last Tape works enumeration and permutation, 
longing threading Murphy’s delicious world 
darkness where all combinations are equally available. 
Here Moran trying out newly stiffened knee: 


But when you sit down the ground you 
must sit down tailor-wise, like foetus, these 
are speak the only possible positions, for 
beginner. that was not long letting myself 
fall back flat back. And was not long 
either making the following addition the 
sum knowledge, that when the innumer- 
able attitudes adopted unthinkingly the nor- 
mal man all are precluded but two three, 
then these are enhanced. And would not 
surprise the great classic paralyses were 
offer analogous and perhaps even still more un- 
speakable satisfactions. literally incapable 
motion last, that must something! 
mind swoons when think it. And mute into 
the bargain! And perhaps deaf post! And 
who knows blind bat! And likely not 
your memory blank! And just enough brain 
intact allow you exult! And dread death 
like regeneration. 


From savoring the sensations stiff knee covet- 
ing the great classic paralyses, there flaw this 
logic. not chance that within page Moran 
has begun contemplate shoring his decaying 
body with bicycle: the machine, wrote Jack 
Yeats, that runs the power arithmetic. 


Hugh Kenner teaches Santa Barbara College 
and the author number works criticism, 
the most recent which Eliot: The Invisible 
Poet. 
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Most statements about architecture architects are 
the sort that tend make philosopher 
aesthetician turn pale (similarly, the phrase “You 
know what mean” only too common the archi- 
tectural Like architecture itself, they are 
frequently uneasy marriage poetry and pragma- 
tism; they nevertheless serve give verbal expression 
important undercurrents the profession. 

The distinguished architect Frederick Kiesler said 


understand what architecture and what 
not very difficult. There must great dis- 
tinction made between architecture and building, 
architecture and shelter. have architecture 
the house. have not created the history 
man architecture for man live 


Kiesler, who known for his cantilevered houses 
the thirties, for the new World House Galleries 
New York and especially for the “Endless House” 
soon built the garden the Museum 
Modern Art, chose say this after generation 
work Wright, Neutra and others. Whether not 
one accepts his Endless House the “first architecture 
the house,” even accepts the idea that date 
there has been none, what has say about man and 
architecture offers meaningful context which 
discuss superficially simple but fact particularly 


vexing problem: that dwelling for the average 

begin with, the public does not like houses which 
are designed architects. This does not mean merely 
that the average home-buyer will not accept avant. 
garde architecture (although this, too, but that 
the consumer’s idea house not architect’s idea 
house. The architect not some sense ahead 
the public this respect; is, rather, different 
world. Kiesler says: 


Modern “functional” architecture has come very 
much into its own the last twenty twenty- 
five years. now point where even the 
architects who the best buildings are rather 
dubious about continuing the same manner, 
The square box glass wood stone has be- 
come too mechanized, too standard. wonder 
this that going perpetuate itself. Well, 

The flat white wall, the flat white ceiling are 
the result banning the twenties any painting 
sculpture within the building. The only con- 
cession the imagination was make one the 
walls out glass that you could have view 
into the outdoors. The public has usually objected 
this: needed privacy. Mies built two big 
apartment houses Chicago, twenty-story build- 
ings entirely out glass, plate glass from ceiling 
floor. his surprise all these plate glass 
windows were usualy solidly covered with curtains 
the people who lived there. 

People want privacy, but they also want their 
interiors have, say, warm embrace rather 
than cold one. After playing itself out purity 
and abstraction over period forty fifty years, 
architecture has come very important inter- 
regnum between two great periods. The coming 
period will one which the rights the aver- 
age human being are the moving, the primary 
factor designing anything—be office 
building, house, chair, whatever. 


The idea that architect should design the average 
man’s house new—startlingly new. (Tract housing 
is, course, the standard contemporary answer this 
problem.) attempting so, the architect runs 
squarely into the question architectural forms. 

The oldest architecture, churches, temples, the re- 
ligious space, has the oldest architectural form, one that 
deeply imbedded the minds both the archi- 
tect and the spectator that can hardly tampered 
with. Here there basic agreement between them. 
Again, the working space office has also arrived 
form its own which both designer and user find 
mutually satisfying. Both can pleased with the same 


} 
ava 
qui 
pos 
bee 
cor 
fea 
{ be 
{ 
Fi 


piece work—which not deny that there still 
work both areas which will accepted 
only with time. 

But when come living spaces the situation 
different. Living spaces are more than last out- 
post against modern architecture. And would suggest 
that this primarily because the design houses has 
almost totally borrowed architects from forms 
other use-categories, that most architect-designed 
contemporary homes are little more than small shops 
which people are supposed live rather than buy 
sell. This obviously psychologically unacceptable 
(whether architect-designed houses are economically 
feasible another and quite complex question). 
recent surveys architectural students the city 
which live, people who were asked name the city’s 
most beautiful building almost all named contem- 
porary-style commercial buildings. Asked name the 
most beautiful church the city almost half named 
contemporary church (the city has only two contem- 
porary churches any But when asked choose 
between contemporary architect-designed homes and 
traditionally-styled tract houses picked deliberately 
aesthetically offensive, less than fifteen percent chose 
the architect-designed homes. 

The architect, obliged training and inner necessity 
search for what new well what beautiful, 
finds his work psychologically frightening people 
—at least insofar living spaces are concerned. This 
the part the client potential client can- 
not simply dismissed. has with the multiple 
meanings involved the concept “my And 
this area that architecture has been content 
largely unexplored; these meanings which are 
ignored when the architect pursues the kind purely 
architectural ideal expressed such famous phrases 
“form follows function.” Kiesler says: 


There wonderful building Greece, the 
Parthenon, saw for the first time year ago. 
the pediment the Parthenon there was once 
great array phenomenal sculptures, probably 
the best the western hemisphere. There noth- 
ing left except one figure one pediment and 
horsehead the other side the building. Where 
are they? Lord Elgin bought them, took them 
down and put them into the British museum 
pedestals, great pieces sculptured art. there 
little wonder that colleagues and and those 
who were colleagues before was born, 
thought that the value painting sculpture 
lies the goal one day being hung museum 

Nothing could more wrong. Museums 
that sense are absolutely dead. must now in- 


volve our work with daily life. The artist today 
must descend from his pedestal the Renais- 
sance you would find the imagery Christ, Mary 
and the Child repeated, even the position 
which Mary held the Child, you would find 
everywhere. The artist was not liberty paint 
cloak for Mary other than blue, and someone 
like Raphael could paint the same thing, even with 
the same coloring, better than others, that was 
gift God and was appreciated and everybody 
could see it. was not necessary understood 
from that angle. What was important was the con- 
tent, the love for the subject, this what matters. 
This what have strive for. 

have strive for new relation between 
what are called the arts and what called archi- 
tecture. Not only buildings but architecture 
with every one us, across any border, now, 
here, there, above and below and left and right. 
does not matter long can project our 
inner brotherhood, not the brotherhood banks, 
socialism, technology, guilds locals, 
but the much greater, much deeper brotherhood 
among men which the artist elected nature 
the speaker and the form 


RIGINALLY architecture, like 
was oriented upwards, toward God. With the 
advent humanism, architecture devoted itself 
elaborating and annotating the idea Man the 
center the universe. With the arrival the idea 
man individual, architecture finds itself difficul- 
ties. The central fact this century for architecture 
may the discovery the breakdown aesthetics, 
and deeper sense, function. 

Aesthetics rationale for architecture 


negative rather than reinforcing principle. 


the same way, the pursuit function also negative; 
function, the satisfaction physical needs, reminds 
man that limited, mortal creature, whereas 
prefers think himself theory. Both these 
architectural principles, then, have negative effects 
the being they are intended aid. the architect 
conceives his architecture aesthetic expression, 
solution, how can the consumer 
react? The man who will live the house seeking 
other things entirely. The elegant aesthetics the last 
century have assumed for him soctological signifi- 
cance. Confronted with given object, most people 
will not perceive its aesthetic reality; is, rather, ap- 
prehended either friendly antagonistic. The ob- 
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ject either radiates sense security does not. 
Thus the consumer seeks “home looks 
psychoanalysis and father images. Home the Vic- 
torian Sign, the safety the past, the status execu- 
tives, the wealth royalty. 

Whereas many architects feel that shelter conveys 
sense security, this psychological attribute; 
shelter now designed provide physical rather than 
psychological satisfaction. The latter seen more 
less inevitable by-product the former, but there 
good reason believe that this 
means inevitable. Physical dangers are today far 
less threatening than economic and sociological fears 
(people who live glass houses, someone has re- 
marked, are not very much afraid either burglars 
bears). 

Objects houses today—the washer, refrigerator, 
automobile, lawnmower and honestly 
made machines. these items, especially kitchen 
items, there sense nostalgia for the 19th Cen- 
tury. Holiday features period bathroom novelty, 
something for the very blasé, the very sophisticated. 
Yet the house, the Image, cannot square, cannot 
boxy, cannot what Kiesler calls modern function- 
architecture. 

believe that there great dichotomy between 
the way which man conceives his equipment 
and the way which conceives his home. Al- 
though cannot prove it, believe that man views his 
offices and even his churches public buildings 
tools equipment, his home as, some sense, him- 
self. When fills his home with things, machine-made 
things and little romantic things another age— 
whether buys green china dog that whistles 
“Elmer’s Tune” fragment sketch Raphael 
not relevant; aesthetics are not issue—what 
purchases something that friendly/secure, not re- 
minding him function/death. Thus: 


Not single structure that the home the 
house average man architecture. only 
shelter, and the only progress have made 
thousands and thousands years put more 
and more mechanized equipment into this house. 
still shelter. are still mainly concerned 
with the functions shelter. The advance the 
last fifty years function-architecture that 
through the development science and through 
the development the socialist ideal England, 
think society has greater obligation today 
take care the minimum functional demands 
the workers, everybody the land, far 
housing and food and clothing are concerned. 
the first congress the International group 
contemporary architects—I think was 1922 


1923 Switzerland—in which Corbusier and 
others collaborated, there was defined the simple 
minimum house, the minimum standards for 
shelter. This was social responsibility. was 
chiefly based giving the best possible services 
more sunlight, better orientation, central heat- 
ing and forth. still had nothing with 
architecture the sense that speak the 
Pantheon architecture—a building with 
purpose except glorify the dead. Architecture 
the art making the superfluous necessary. 

What tried the so-called Endless 
House develop architecture for the house. 
other words, take the mechanical equipment 
and improvements different economic levels for 
granted, which can. know how handle 
plumbing today very well. know how han- 
dle sewage. know how lay electrical wiring. 

that psychologically and emotionally satisfying 
than have ciuster mechanical equip- 
ment—in terms which the whole poetry 
living, the whole meaning life, taken second- 
hand. The organized functioning building 
something that can very well taken care 
different economic levels. What cannot taken 
care this way the superfluous—that surplus 
relationships which you call your own life 
acquaintanceship, and which would call the 
true function 


Which however aesthetic does not feel warm 
thrill reading description Sherlock Holmes’ 
study? place live. Man here surrounded 
the stubborn, sometimes ugly, sometimes quaint, 
sometimes Freudian objects which has his own 
stubborn, quaint, Freudian way gathered from 
his own economic yard. 

architecture’s many forms, the aesthetic form 
now function-architecture, with the function this 
case apparently understood the product 
machine, the function gasoline engine might 
said consume fuel. But architecture also has 
psychological form, that has psychological mean- 
ings, and sociological form, that is, status and other 
meanings. Physical form can only discussed three 
dimensions the drawing board the field. 
the contemporary mind 19th Century architecture, 
whether Early American anonymity Wrightian in- 
dividuality, satisfies most cases the aesthetic, psycho- 
logical, sociological forms Home within the physi- 
cal form. Architects have offered nothing valid take 
its place. 

But return our starting point, architectural 
maxims frequently contain least potential truth. 
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Form can said follow function function seen 
today mostly not seen, its deepest meaning, 
psychological and sociological well aesthetic 
and physical. This not new idea. Thirty years ago 
Moholy-Nagy said: 


all fields creation, workers are striving today 
find purely functional solutions technologi- 
cal-biological kind that is, build each piece 
work solely from the elements which are re- 
quired for its function. But “function” means 
here not purely mechanical service. includes 
also the psychological, social and economic condi- 
tions given period. might better use 
the term “organic” (functional) design. Such 
design must even serve functions which could not 
foreseen during the process designing. 
Walter Gropius and others have made similar state- 
ments. Yet this total idea architecture has, believe, 


been largely ignored recent times. Despite the ap- 
pallingly wide use the tag, few architects seem 
let the form follow the function any real sense. 
Somehow the form present the architect’s mind; 
and empirical, rational, painstaking squeezing 
manages reconcile with this form some elements 
function. 

The architect cannot turn out houses Detroit 
turns out cars: going where the market and 
shaking the tree until all the fruit has fallen. may 
choose ignore this problem; from economic 
standpoint, may forced ignore it. But 
chooses face it, must develop new insight into 
the neglected forms, sociological 
which give the house its deepest meanings for its 
inhabitant. 


faculty the University Houston. All quotations 
the text were taken from informal talks taped during 
Mr. Kiesler’s recent visit the College Architecture. 


GUNNAR EKELOF Four Robert Bly 


But somewhere else have learned 

The gruesomeness hell: 

Here the smile hell 

Here minutes and seconds exist 

And the blank border between sea and sky 

Here the short disasters exist and the short outburst 
joy 

But you, where are you, Sorrow 

Which one could throw oneself into the sea find? 

Night comes and the moon rises 

open all the windows 

know that she side loves 

But really she 


For night comes 
When happiness and unhappiness 
Rest peace with each other 


You see how the dusk suddenly falls 

Like belltolls 

And window after window lights 

Inside there they have eaten their spaghetti 
And without thought the coming day 
They will soon sleep with each other 


For the night comes: 
next day exists: 
city exists 


and Christina Duffy 


The silence the deep night huge 
not disturbed the babbling mankind. 
Who eat each other here the shore 


And can hear 

the wonderful swishing sound 
From ships who journey 

the sea out there 


These ships, are they actually innocent? 
Sometimes one hears from out there continual hoot 
—asif...asif... 


best alone night 

alone with the secrets lamp has 

set free from the day that asks too much 
bent over labor never finished 

the combinations solitaire. What then 
the solitaire always defeats 

have the whole night. Somewhere 
chance sleeping the cards. Somewhere 
truth has been said once already 

then why worry? Can ever 

said again? absentmindedness 

will listen the wind the night 

the flutes the corybants 

and the speech the men who wander forever 
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the the Obliging Stranger 


Imagine approach stranger the street and say 
him, “If you please, sir, desire perform 
experiment with your aid.” The stranger obliging, 
and lead him away. dark place conveniently 
by, strike his head with the broad axe and 
cart him home. place him, buttered and trussed, 
ample electric oven. The thermostat reads 
450° Thereupon off play poker with friends 
and forget all about the obliging stranger the 
stove. When return, realize have overbaked 
specimen, and the experiment, alas, ruined. 

Something has been done wrong. something 
wrong has been done. 

Any ethic that does not roundly condemn 
action vicious. interesting that none vicious 
for this reason. also interesting that more 
convincing refutation any ethic could given 
than showing that approved baking the 
obliging stranger. 

This really all have say, but shall not 
stop that account. Indeed, shall begin again. 


The geometer cannot demonstrate that line 
beautiful. The beauty line not his concern. 
not chide him when fails observe upright- 
ness his verticals, when discovers passions 
between sinuosities. would not judge other- 
wise than foolish berate him for neglecting 
employ the methods successful biology botany 
merely because those methods dealt fairly with lich- 
ens and fishes. Nor despair him because 
cannot give reasons for doing geometry which 
will equally well justify our drilling holes teeth. 
There limit, Aristotle said, the questions 
which may sensibly put each man science; 
and however much may desire find unity the 
purposes, methods, and results every fruitful sort 


inquiry, must not allow that desire make 
much their necessary differences. 

Historically, with respect the fundamental 
problems ethics, this limit has not been 
Moreover, the analogy between mathematics and 
morals between the methods empirical science 
and the good life, has always been unfairly one. 
sided. Geometers never counsel their lines 
moral, but moralists advise men like lines and 
straight. There are triangles lovers, but 
triangles love. And who says the organism 
state? 

For true that the customary methods for 
solving moral problems are the methods which have 
won honors leaping mathematical hurdles the 
one hand scientific and physical ones the other: 
the intuitive and deductive method and the empirical 
and inductive one. Nobody seems have minded 
very much that the moral hurdle has dunked them 
both the pool beyond the wall, for they can 
vately laugh each other for fools, 
they can exclaim how frightfully hard the cours. 

The difficulty for the mathematical method the 
discovery indubitable moral first premises which 
not themselves rest any inductive foundation 
and which are still applicable the complicated 
tissue factors that make moral behavior. The 
result that the premises are usually drawn from 
metaphysical speculations having intimate rela- 
tion moral issues from rational mystical 
revelations which only the intuiter and his followers 
are willing credit. For the purposes deduction, 
the premises have broad and, 
intuition, categorically certain, that they become 
too thin for touch and too heavy for bearing. All 
negative instances are pruned unreal 
Consequently, the truth the ultimate premises 
constantly called into question those who have 
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differently have men and actions mind 
that they want call good and right but cannot. 

Empirical solutions, runs the common com- 
plaint, lop off the normative branch altogether and 
make ethics matter expediency, taste, con- 
formity the moral etiquette the time. One 
told what people do, not what they ought do; and 
those philosophers who still wish know what people 
ought are told, some the more uncom- 
promising, that they can have help from empiri- 
and are asking silly question. Philosophers, 
otherwise empiricists, who admit that moral ends 
lie beyond the reach factual debate turn moral 
sentiment some other bonum machina, thus 
generously embracing the perplexities both 
methods. 


UESTIONS which investigators return again 

and again without success are very likely im- 
properly framed. important observe that the 
ethical question put directly good?” 
“What aims its answer not, one 
might immediately suppose, catalogue the 
world’s good, right things. The moralist not asking 
for list sheep and goats. The case the obliging 
stranger case immoral action, but this admis- 
sion not answer, even partially, the question, 
“What wrong?” 

Furthermore, the ethical question distressingly 
short. questions, would seem, ought 
themselves big, but they almost never are; and they 
tend grow big simply becoming short—too 
short, fact, ever receive answer. might 
address, any ear that should hear me, the rather 
but none the less similar 
question perhaps the snappier, 
“What’s winner?” should have ask this ques- 
tion often because, were critical, should never 
find answer that would suit me; while the 
same time there would remarkable lot an- 
swers that suited remarkable lot people. The 
more answers had—the more occasions which 
asked the question—the more difficult, the more 
important, the more the question would 
become. 

the moralist does not want hear such words 
“Samson,” “brains” when asks 


*The order which these questions are asked de- 
pends one’s view the logical primacy moral 
predicates. shall not discriminate among them 
since intend remarks indiscriminate. 


his question, “What good?”, what does want 
hear? wants hear word like “power.” 
wants know what good the things that are 
good that makes them good. should perfectly 
clear not the things themselves that thinks 
good bad but the qualities they possess, the rela- 
tions they enter into, the consequences they pro- 
duce. Even intuitionist, who claims perceive 
goodness directly, perceives property things 
when perceives goodness, and not any thing, except 
incidentally. The wrong done the obliging stranger 
was not the act cooking him but was something 
belonging the act some one many possible 
ways. not who evil (if not mad) but 
something which have that is; and while, course, 
may adjudged wicked for having whatever 
have that bad, only because have that 
wicked—as owned vicious and unruly 
dog. 

way, wrong the obliging stranger second time. 

The moralist, then, looking for the ingredient 
that perfects spoils the stew. wants hear 
the word “power.” wants know what good 
what good that makes good; and the whole 
wretched difficulty that one forced reply 
either that what good what good makes the 
good what good good, that is, fact, made 
good things which are not the least good 
all. the next question, which always, “And why 
power good?”, answered saying that 
good because power and power good; 
put off the promise that power leads things 
worth much; shrugged aside with the excla- 
mation, “Well, that’s life!” This last usually 
accompanied exhortation not oppose the 
inevitable course nature. 

You cannot ask questions forever. Sooner later 
the questioning process brought short state- 
ments apparently dogmatic sort. Pleasure 
sought for pleasure’s sake. The principle utility 
susceptible demonstration. Every act and every 
inquiry aims well-being. The nonnatural property 
goodness fastens itself its object and will remain 
there whatever world the present world may madly 
become. Frustrated desires give rise problems, and 
problems are bad. confer the title The Good 
upon our natural necessities. 

fail see why, one going call halt 
this way, the halt cannot called early, and the 
evident, the obvious, the axiomatic, the indemonstra- 
ble, the intrinsic, whatever one wants name it, 
deemed those clear cases moral goodness, bad- 
ness, obligation, wrong which theory can cloud, 
and for which men are prepared fight the last 
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ditch. For someone asks me, now repentant, 
why regard act baking the obliging stranger 
wrong, what can but point again the cir- 
cumstances comprising the act? “Well, 
fellow oven, you see. The oven was on, don’t 
you know.” And questioner persists, saying: 
“Of course, know all about that’’; but there 
use replying that wrong because the kind 
act is, wrong one, for questioner clearly 
suffering from sort folie doute morale which 
forbids him accept any final answer this early 
the game, although will have accept precisely 
the same kind answer some time other. 

Presumably there some advantage postponing 
the stop, and this advantage lies the explanatory 
power the higher-level answer. cannot that 
baking the stranger wrong for reason all. 
would then inexplicable. not think this 
so, however. not inexplicable; transparent. 
Furthermore, the feeling elucidation, greater 
insight knowledge, feeling only. results, 
suspect, from the satisfaction one takes having 
open mind. The explanatory factor always more 
inscrutable than the event explains. The same ques- 
tions can asked were asked the original 
occasion. either found the situation and brought 
forward account for all, one might advance pain, 
this case, out the roaster; resides there 
mysteriously, like essence, the witch the oven; 
hovers, like coil smoke, hovers the great- 
est unhappiness the greatest number. 

But how ludicrous are the moralist’s for 
condemning baking the obliging stranger. They 
sound queerly unfamiliar and out place. This 
partly because they intrude where one expects 
find denunciation only and because true they 
are seldom ever used. But their strangeness 
largely due the humor them. 

Consider: 


act produced more pain than pleasure. 

Baking this fellow did not serve the greatest 
good for the greatest number. 

acted wrongly because could not consist- 
ently will that the maxim action become 
universal law. 

God forbade me, but paid heed. 

Anyone can apprehend the property wrong- 
ness sticking plainly the whole affair. 

Decent men remark and are moved tears. 


But should say that act was wrong even 
stranger were tickled into laughter while 
cooked; even his baking did the utmost good 
could; if, spite all, could consistently 
will that whatever maxim might have had might 


become universal law; even God had spoken 
from bush me, “Thou shalt!” How 
the property wrongness, one needed that, 


such case! And would the act right the 
world howled its glee? Moralists can say, with 
viction, that the act wrong; but none can show 

Such cases, like that the obliging stranger, 
cases call clear. They have the characteristic 


moral transparency, and they comprise the core 


our moral experience. When try 
why they are instances good bad, right 
wrong, sound comic, anyone does who 


elaborate reasons for the obvious, especially whe 
these reasons are shamefaced before 
miserably beside the point. What must explain 


not why these cases have the moral nature they 
have, for that needs explaining, but why they 


clear. interesting situation; any moralis 
will throw over his theory reverses the decision 
cases like the obliging stranger’s. The most 
suasive criticism any ethical system has 
been the demonstration, the critic’s part, that the 


system countenances moral absurdities, despite 


fact that, light the whole theoretical 
such criticisms beg the question. Although the 
opher who caught criticism this sort may 
protest its circularity even manfully swallow the 
dreadful conclusion, his system has been scotched 
has not been killed. 

Not all cases are clear. But the moralist will fur- 
row his brow before even this one. will pursue 
principles which not apply. does not believe 


clear cases. refuses believe clear cases. 


Why? 


His disbelief absolute presupposition with 
him. part his methodological commitment 
and part his notion profundity and the 


arbitrary. will put the question bravely 
the clear cases, even though state fact 


only his state mind brings the question up, 


even though putting the question, revealing 
doubt, destroys immediately the validity any 


swer has posed the question announce. 
Three children are killed drunken driver. 
family perishes sudden fire. Crowded bleacher 
collapse. Who puzzled, asking why these thing 
are terrible, why these things are wrong? 
such question asked? asked when the 
not clear, when one doubt about it. 
impious creatures! 
which the Lord’s!” that bad? being 
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pious, even, bad? not know. unclear, 
imagine there nothing the matter when three 
children are run over drunkenness, when 
family goes smoke, when there crush 
people under timbers under people? There 
lack clarity here, there only the philosopher: 
patient, persistent the dung beetle, pushing his 
“whys” his hillocks with his nose. His doubts are 
never the present case. They are always general. 
They are doubts legion, regiment, and principle. 

The obliging stranger overbaked. wonder 
whether this bad not. ask about it. Presumably 
there reason for wonderment. What it? 
Well, course there not any reason that 
reason about the obliging stranger. There only 
reason because fallibilist, because one must 
not arbitrary, because all certainties par- 
ticular cases are certain only when deduced from 
greater, grander certainties. The reason advance 
may advanced upon itself. The entire moral struc- 
ture tumbles once. test the clarity 
cases that objections them are objections prin- 
ciple; that the principle applies well all cases 
any one; and that these reasons for doubt 
devour themselves with equal right and the same 
appetite. That why the moralist really prepared 
fight for the clear cases the last ditch; why, 
when questions them, does display his 
philosophical breeding, because good form: 
knows that these cases are not clear, none are, and 
none are, the game up. 

there are clear cases, and every moralist, 
bottom, behaves there were, why does still, 
the top, behave there were none?’ 


ticing induction. believes, with Peirce, that 
“the inductive method springs directly out dissatis- 
faction with existing knowledge.” get more 
edge must become dissatisfied with what has, 
all it, and large, often for reason whatever. 
Our knowledge limited, and what know, 
know inexactly. the sphere morals the moralist 
has discovered how difficult proceed from 
facts values, and although has not given up, 
his difficulties persuade him not that one knows 
but that one can sure. 
Above all, the empiricist has hatred certainty. 
His reasons are not entirely methodological. Most 
are political: certainty evil; dictatorial; 


undemocratic; all cases should scrutinized equally; 
there should favoritism; the philosopher 
fearless. “Thought looks into the pit hell and 
not afraid.” 

The moralist may behave there were clear 
cases because rationalist practicing deduction. 
knows all about the infinite regress. familiar 
with the unquestioned status first principles. 
beguiled the precision, rigor, and unarguable 
moves logical demonstration. Moreover, such 
accomplished doubter the significance sen- 
sation that has persuaded the empiricist also 
doubt that significance. regards the empiricist 
crass, anti-intellectual booby, smuggler where 
not honest skeptic, since fact, set facts, 
will account for the value place the obliging 
stranger unless are satisfied recount again the 
precise nature the case. 

Suppose our case concerned toads. And suppose 
were asking the toads, Why are you 
toads?” They would unable reply, being toads. 
How far should get answering our own ques- 
tion were never sure any particular toad that 
was one? How far should get with our de- 
ductions were going deduce one from self- 
evident toadyisms? What self-evident about toads 
except that some are toads? And had toad 
before us, and were about investigate him, and 
someone doubted that had toad before us, 
could only say our creature was tailless and clumsy 
and yellow-green and made warts. someone 
still wanted doubt our toad, would have 
change the definition “toad,” and someone might 
want that; but who wants change our un- 
derstanding the word “immoral” that the bak- 
ing the obliging stranger not called 
immoral? 

The empiricist right: the deductive ethic rests 
upon arbitrary postulation. The rationalist right: 
the inductive ethic does not exist; worse, con- 
sists arbitrary values disguised facts. Both are 
guilty the most elaborate and flagrant rationaliza- 
tions. Both know precisely what they wish 
save. Neither going surprised the least 
what turns out good bad. They are asking 
their methods answers that their methods cannot 
give. 


confusion which gives rise doubt. What 
about the unclear cases? shall satisfied show 
that there are clear ones, but the unclear ones are 
more interesting, and there are more them. How 
decide about blue laws, supposing that there 
nothing decide about the obliging stranger ex- 
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cept how prevent the occurrence from happening 
again? How arbitrate conflicts duty where 
each duty, even, may clear? What principles, 
after all? Are there none? Are they not used 
people? Well, they talk about them more than they 
use them, but they use them little. 

should like try answer these questions 
another time. can only indicate, quite briefly, the 
form these answers will take. 

think decide cases where there some doubt 
stating what about them that puzzles us. 
hunt for more facts, hoping that the case will 
clear. 

“She left her husband with broken hand and 
took the children.” 

“She did!” 

“Dear me; but even so!” 

“He beat her every Thursday after tea and she 
finally couldn’t stand any longer.” 

“Ah, course, but the poor children?” 

beat them, too.” 

my, and was there other way?” 

“The court would grant her injunction.” 

“Why not?” 

“Ah, course, she did right, doubt about it.” 

more facts not clear the case, redescribe 
it, emphasizing first this fact and then that until 
clear, until have several clear versions 
the original muddle. Many ethical disputes are due 
the possession, the contending parties, differ- 
ent accounts the same occasion, all satisfactorily 
clear, and this circumstance gives the disputants 
deep feeling for the undoubted rightness each 
their versions. Such disputes are particularly acri- 
monious, and they cannot settled until agree- 
ment reached about the true description the case. 

There are, course, conflicts duty which are 
perfectly clear. have promised meet you four 
bowl, but when four arrives busy rescuing 
baby from the jaws Bengal tiger and cannot 
come. Unclear conflicts try clarify. And 
sometimes happens that the tug obligations 
equal provide reasonable solution. some 
cases are clear, others are undecidable. 

perfectly true that principles are employed 
moral decisions—popular principles, mean, like 
the golden rule and the laws God. Principles really 
obscure matters often they clear them. They 
are generally flags and slogans which the individ- 
ual greatly attached. Attack the principle and you 
attack the owner: his good name, his reputation, his 
sense righteousness. Love me, love maxims. 
People have been wrongly persuaded that principles 
decide cases and that principle which fails one 


case fails all. principles are usually vehicles 
especially powerful feelings and frequently get the 
way good sense. have all observed the angry 
arguer who grasps the nettle absurdity justify 
his bragging about the toughness his skin, 

should regard useful principles summaries 
what may present generally clear cases, for 
instance: cases where pain present are more often 
adjudged bad than not. might, the 
were true for pleasure, express our principle briefly 
hedonistic terms; pleasure the good. But there 
may lots principles this sort, there may 
lots rather common factors clear cases. 
ciples state more less prevalent identifying marks, 
cardinals usually nest low trees, although there 
nothing prevent them from nesting elsewhere, 
and the location the nest not the essence the 
bird. When appeal principle, then, the mean- 
ing appeal consists the fact that before 
case about which can reach direct decision; 
the fact that the principle invoke relevant, 
since not every principle (the laws God not 
cover everything, for instance). this way affirm 
loyalty those clear cases the principle 
roughly summarizes and express desire remain 
consistent with them. 


Wer 


Insofar present moral theories have any rele- 
vance our experience, they are elaborate systems 
designed protect the certainty the 
last-ditch data. Although may imagine gath- 
ering his principles from the purest vapors the 
mind, the moralist will fact prepared an- 
nounce such serenities only those which support 
his most cherished goods. And not careful 
just this, will risk being charged with irrele- 
vancy those who will employ the emptiness and 
generality his principles demonstrate the value 
trivialities: for example, the criticism the 
categorical imperative that claims one 
sally will all teeth brushed with powder the morn- 
ing, and like manner. 

Ethics, wish say, about something, and 
the rush establish principles, elicit distinctions 
from recalcitrant language, and discover 
those lovely things and honored people, those vile 
seducers and ruddy villains our principles and laws 
are supposed based upon and our ethical the- 
ories about are overlooked and forgotten. 


Purdue, well accomplished writer fiction. 
The present paper originally appeared THE PHILO 
SOPHICAL and reprinted with permission. 


Werner Grunbaum 


THE WARREN 
COURT 

AND ITS 
CRITICS 


February 22, 1957, the General Assembly 
Georgia passed resolution calling for the impeach- 
ment Supreme Court Chief Justice Earl Warren 
and Justices Black, Reed, Frankfurter, Douglas and 
Clark. The justices, said the resolution, were “guilty 
attempting subvert the Constitution.” 

Few critics the Warren Court have gone quite 
this far. But the past few years the Court has been 
the target steady stream criticism and com- 
plaint—from Congress, from state judges and attor- 
neys-general, from the American Bar Association 
and from the academy. These attacks have been di- 
rected toward the Court’s basic power, toward its 
holdings certain cases, and toward the rationale 
some its decisions. number critics, like the 
Georgia assembly, have attempted embody their 
displeasure legislation; others have contented 
themselves with urging the Court change its phi- 
losophy. 

That certain the Court’s decisions have been 
not unusual. From its earliest days has 
faced frequent and sometimes violent opposition. The 
Eleventh Amendment was passed counteract 
Court decision, Chisholm Georgia (1793). The 
case McCulloch Georgia (1819), which denied 
the right interfere with the Bank the 
United States taxing it, produced uproar 
many Southern and Western states. Tennessee news- 


paper wrote: “This court, above the law and beyond 
the control public opinion, has lately made deci- 
sion which prostrates the State sovereignty entirely.” 
During the Civil War Chief Justice Roger Taney and 
certain other members the Court received particu- 
larly harsh attacks. Said the New York Tribune: 
“The Chief Justice takes sides with traitors...” 
number more recent cases—the sugar trust, child 
labor, income tax and other decisions—brought their 
own waves protest. And Franklin 
plan 1937, the aftermath the 
Court’s having declared several important pieces 
New Deal legislation unconstitutional, was construed 
serious attack the Court’s integrity. 

What significant about the present criticism 
its extreme intensity. Stated Time July 1957: 
“Not since the Nine Old Men shot down Franklin 
Roosevelt’s Blue Eagle 1935 has the Supreme 
Court been the center such general commotion 
newspapers and the law.” Wrote the Dean the 
Yale University School Law, Eugene Rostow, 
symposium the Supreme Court held 1958: 
are experiencing another the long cycle 
political attacks the integrity the Court—the 
most serious since the Court-packing proposals 
1937.” Why has the Warren Court been subject 
such intense attack? 

The first widespread hostility toward the Warren 
Court began with the 1954 decisions prohibiting 
segregation the public schools. was strengthened 
the Court’s subsequent decisions the area 
civil liberties, including cases involving the protec- 
tion Negroes, suspected Communists and the crim- 
inally accused. Controversy followed cases connected 
with congressional and state investigations, state sub- 
versive legislation, defendants’ access FBI files 
court trials, admission state bars, and federal sedi- 
tion trials. Other areas could also included, for 
example the application anti-trust laws cor- 
porations. 

The most widely-known the Court’s controver- 
sial decisions are those dealing with public school edu- 
cation. These cases outlawed racial segregation the 
schools and provided that inferior Federal courts 
might implement this principle. The Court finally 
held the Girard College Case (1957) that college 
which state agency served trustee must not dis- 
criminate against Negroes spite the fact that 
under testator’s provision the college was admit “as 
many poor white income would permit. 

series opinions the Supreme Court has at- 
tempted define the powers legislative investigat- 
ing committees. Watkins (1957) the de- 
fendant was convicted contempt Congress for 
refusing reveal the names persons who had been, 


n- 
Nn; 

ms 
st’s 
th- 
the 
an- 
ort 
ind 
lue 
the 
ons 
vile 
AWS 
he- 
ulty 


but longer were, Communists. His conviction was 
reversed the grounds that the questions asked had 
been beyond the proper subject matter that par- 
ticular investigation. This holding was, however, 
some degree modified Barenblatt (1959) 
viction which college professor refused answer 
questions about his affiliation with the Communist 
Party under the same resolution attacked Watkins. 
Remarks made the committee chairman during 
the hearings satisfied the criterion that the questions 
were proper subject matter for the investigation. 
Sweezy New Hampshire (1957) the conviction 
college professor state legislative inquiry for 
refusing answer questions concerning the content 
his lectures and his knowledge the activities 
the Progressive Party New Hampshire was reversed 
violation academic freedom and political ex- 
pression. 

Wyman (1959) resulted from the same 
one-man investigation the attorney-general had 
Sweezy, yet this case the Court upheld the con- 
tempt conviction witness for failure produce 
list guests suspected Communist-front summer 
camp. difficult reconcile these cases other than 
deciding that the Court felt that summer camp 
not entitled the same protection university” 
political The Uphaus opinion signifi- 
cant. minimized the practical effect the Court’s 
previous decision Pennsylvania Nelson (1956), 
when had ruled state anti-sedition law unconsti- 
tutional prosecution charging subversion against 
the United States, because congressional legislation 
had pre-empted this field. The decision, how- 
ever, makes clear that state can nevertheless pro- 
tect itself against subversion modifying the type 
statutory language which had been part the law 
passed upon the Nelson case. 

Cole Young (1956) the Supreme Court re- 
versed the dismissal, under the Federal loyalty-security 
program, employee performing work not in- 
volving defense security considerations. The con- 
victions several alleged Communists were set aside 
insufficient evidence some instances; erroneous 
instructions the jury; application statute 
limitations one charge; and the view that mere 
advocacy per under the Smith Act insufficient 
for conviction. 

action concerning the admission suspected 
Communists state bar associations Konigsberg 
California (1957), the Court reversed the action 
the Bar Examiners the State Bar California, who 
had refused petitioner admission the bar the 
grounds his refusal answer questions concerning 


his political activities. The Court ruled that 
refusal answer did not indicate that was not 
good moral character since there was present 
evidence showing that advocated forceful 
throw the government. 

Jencks (1957) the Supreme Court held 
that trial courts must allow defendants access 
ports filed with the Federal Bureau Investigation 
which are the possession the government and 
which are relevant the subject matter the 
mony government witnesses. However, Congres 
passed bill 1957 which least some degree 
modified the effect this decision. 

Kent Dulles (1958) was held that the 
absence congressional legislation the Secretary 
State had right deny passports citizens “solely 
because their refusal subjected inquiry into 
their beliefs and whether they are Com- 
munists not. The Supreme Court case involy- 
ing the Federal industrial security program, Greene 
McElroy (1959), reversed order which had de- 
prived employee government contractor his 
position proceedings which was not afforded 
the safeguards confrontation 


HESE are the major decisions which have pro- 

duced criticism. Let now examine some the 
criticism itself. Basically, the 
this. Critics the Court react and disagree with 
certain its decisions. Then, the intensity their 
feelings becomes sufficiently great, 
measures aimed curbing the Court’s powers. Fre- 
quently these measures have their aim voiding 
through Congress some particular Court holding. 

Among those outside the South who have at- 
tacked the Court New Hampshire Attorney-Gen- 
eral Louis Wyman, head the National Asso- 
ciation Attorneys-General, who charged June 
24, 1957 that the Court had followed 
government patently contrary that contem- 
plated the Constitution makers” and had “tor- 
tured out all rational proportion” its recent deci- 
sions. Joseph Donnelly, deputy Attorney-General 
Pennsylvania, answered Wyman’s attack accus- 
ing him hysteria and described the Court the 
last defender civil liberties. 

Critics the Supreme Court Congress made 
attack the decisions July, 1957. 
the House, Representative Sikes, Democrat 
Florida, proposed July constitutional amend- 
ment empowering the Senate reverse any 


sion 

atta 

tore 

stro 

try 

27, 

intr 

the 

cur 

the 

ler 

cas 

sec 

tio 

eff 

lat 


sion the Supreme Court involving states 


Senator Strom Thurmond, Democrat South Caro- 
urged the Senate impeach the justices thé 
er. Court the grounds that their decisions had cur- 

tailed Congress’ anti-Communism campaign. Sena- 
Thomas Hennings Jr., Democrat Missouri, 
defended the Court July against Thurmond’s 
the various proposals concerning the Court. 
the meantime Senator Harry Byrd delivered 
Chief Justice Warren July 16, 1957. 
regard the Chief Justice, want very 

frank: [He] has done and doing more de- 
the the form government have this coun- 
than has any other chief justice the history 
the United States.” Furthermore, Byrd described 
Warren modern Thaddeus Stevens.” July 
William Jenner announced that would 
introduce bill whose purpose would restrict 
the Supreme Court’s appellate powers. August 
1957, the Senate sub-committee internal se- 
his reported the bill favorably the Committee 
Judiciary but the bill remained there during 
the 1957 session Congress. 

During the 1958 session Congress the Senate 
Judiciary Committee accepted Senator Hugh But- 
amendment the Jenner Bill. While Jenner’s 
proposal would forbid Supreme Court review 
cases involving congressional committees, the Federal 

security program for government employees, state 
the subversive legislation, and school subversive legisla- 
ved tion, the Butler Amendment attempted change the 
various Court decisions. For example, the 
Butler Amendment would allow state bars regu- 
their membership, allow congressional commit- 
the final decision contempt cases, extend the 
category government employees covered the se- 
curity program from sensitive positions all posi- 
at- tions, allow state addition federal anti-subver- 
‘ive legislation this area, and extend the Smith 
sso- Act include criminal the advocacy abstract 
une doctrine concerning the overthrow government 
phy advocacy such overthrow. The hear- 
em- ings the Jenner-Butler Bill were stormy and in- 
tor- 


even such extreme charges that the Court 
was following the Communist line and rendering aid 
and comfort the enemy (from the “SPX Research 
the source the SPX Report. was 
traced Hutton, Stannwood, Washington, 
who stated that the group consisted himself and 
other former World War intelligence officers. 
the “SPX” stands for “Soviet Principle 10,” 
which his group said was the Soviet Union’s tenth 


principle warfare—to break the enemy’s resistance 
without fighting. 

The floor debate the Jenner-Butler Bill took 
place August 20, 1958. Senator Jenner defended 
his bill follows: 


Now the Jenner Bill are asking Congress 
protect itself and the country against the 
usurpation this runaway, wild Court, which 
tearing down the Constitution the United 
States. have obligation act; move 
repair the damage which has been done; 
rebuild the defenses against the Communist con- 
spiracy which the Court has demolished; re- 
assert the right the legislative branch con- 
trol the conduct its own affairs; restore the 
states the right protect themselves against sub- 
version; and withdraw from the Court that 
jurisdiction which has improperly usurped 
from the states. 


The Senate narrowly defeated the bill vote 
41. Although outspoken critic the Court’s 
reasoning some recent decisions, Dean Roscoe 
Pound the Harvard University Law School was 
quoted the debate stating that Congress exer- 
cised its power passing this bill, “would very 
Dean Pound’s opinion seems under- 
score the fact that the defeat the Jenner-Butler Bill 
did not necessarily imply agreement with the reason- 
ing decisions the Court’s recent, controversial 
cases those senators who voted against it. seems 
more likely that the bill was defeated because was 
viewed institutional attack upon the Court. 

The attacks the Court did not stop with the de- 
feat the Jenner-Butler Bill. August 23, 1958, 
the Conference State Chief Justices, meeting 
Pasadena, California, passed resolution the effect 
that the Court “had tended adopt the role policy 
making without proper judicial restraint.” The Con- 
ference voiced this criticism with respect both the 
Court’s views regarding the extent federal powers 
and the extent the Court’s supervision state 
powers under the Fourteenth Amendment. The re- 
port went far state that: 


has long been American boast that have 
government laws and not men. be- 
lieve that any study recent decisions the 
Supreme Court will raise least considerable 
doubt the validity that boast. 


February 24, 1959, the American Bar Associa- 
tion, spite surprise opposition, approved re- 
port critical recent Supreme Court decisions. Al- 
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though the report plainly disapproved specific pro- 
posals modify the Supreme Court’s jurisdiction, 
did call Congress modify the effect various 
recent decisions. Specifically, the report asked that the 
states allowed enact their own subversive laws, 
that the Smith Act strengthened, that the Federal 
Security program extended non-sensitive well 
sensitive positions, and that legislation enacted 
against aliens who were Communists the time they 
entered the United States became 

the 1959 session Congress, enthusiasm for 
proposals attacking the Court had slackened notice- 
ably. the previous session, the House passed sev- 
eral Court bills but the Senate passed none. Repre- 
sentative Howard Smith, Democrat Virginia, in- 
troduced bill which provided that Federal courts 
could not void state bills the same subject con- 
gressional acts unless Congress specified there 
was direct conflict between the federal and state 
laws. The House passed this bill June 24, 1959, 
vote 225 192, with majority Repub- 
licans favor and majority Democrats opposed. 
The Senate Judiciary Committee failed put the bill 
before the Senate for floor vote. 

The House also introduced bill which would 
modify the Kent case, which held that Americans 
should not denied passports solely because their 
beliefs and associations, least the absence con- 
gressional legislation. The Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, however, postponed action this bill. 
House bills strengthen the Smith Act effort 
overrule the Yates precedent and the industrial se- 
curity program order modify the Greene deci- 
sion both failed. the former case the Senate took 
action, the latter the bill never reached the 
House floor. 


ONGRESS, other words, has failed enact 

all the anti-Court proposals with one exception. 

The exception the Jencks Bill signed President 
Eisenhower September 1957. The lower federal 
courts caused confusion the Supreme Court’s in- 
terpretation the original Jencks case. According 
Jencks, the Supreme Court had also held that was 
not the trial judge’s role determine the relevancy 
files. The Jencks Bill provided that the trial judge 
shall determine what relevant and flatly prohibits 
pre-trial disclosures. 1959 the Supreme Court re- 
viewed three lower court decisions which the de- 
fendants sought application the Jencks Act their 
trials. The Supreme Court, divided indicated 


its willingness accept the Jencks Act modifications 
its original decision. 

Whether one agrees with some these attacks, 
them, none them, the Supreme Court mug 
viewed institution which part our whole 
democratic framework. such framework all hon. 
est thought concerning the decisions the Supreme 
Court has some effect upon the justices who sit 
the Court. What Justice Brewer said the Court 
1898 seems equally appropriate today: “It mis. 
take suppose that the Supreme Court either 
honored helped being spoken beyond 
cism. the contrary, the life and character its 
justices should the objects constant 
ness all, and its judgments subject the 
criticism True, much criticism may be, like their 
authors, devoid good taste, but better all sorts 
criticism than criticism all.” 

One the frequently voiced charges against the 
Supreme Court that making policy rather than 
interpreting law. Judicial opinions may considered 
good bad, but impossible draw rational, 
abstract distinction between the interpretative and 
the creative aspects the judicial process. Justice 
Holmes wrote Southern Pacific Jensen, dissent, 
(1917) that “Justices and must legislate, but they 
can only interstitially; they are confined from 
molar molecular motions.” Judge Jeremiah Smith 
after joining the Harvard Law School faculty com- 
mented: “Do judges make the law? course they 
do. Made some myself.” 

Another recent criticism the Court that has 
protected Communists who deserve 
since their goal the overthrow democratic insti- 
tutions. Judge Cuthbert Pound explained the 
necessity judicial application the rule law 
all men his dissenting opinion People Gitlow 
(1922) (in which was joined Judge Benjamin 
Cardozo) “Although the defendant may the worst 
men, although Left Wing Socialism menace 
organized government, the rights the best men 
are secure only the rights the vilest and most 
abhorrent are protected.” 

One fundamental issue which confronts the Warren 
Court whether not, and what degree, 
should exercise the doctrine judicial restraint 
certain its decisions. Such important scholar 
Justice Learned Hand has written his The Bill 
Rights (1958) that times the issue should left 
the other branches government. Thus, Hand ar- 
gues that the courts can refuse intervene 
issues “since this power not logical deduction from 
the structure the Constitution but only practical 
condition upon its sufficient operation.” Therefore, 
need not exercised whenever court 
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thinks that sees, invasion the Constitution.” 

the other hand, Professor Herbert Wechsler 
the Columbia Law School argues against Hand’s 
tention that the courts should restrain themselves from 
intervening. the November, 1959 issue the Har- 
vard Law Review, Wechsler asserts that the problems 
the Warren Court have not resulted from exercis- 
ing too small degree judicial restraint but from 
failing find sufficiently neutral principles consti- 
tutional law which (Wechsler feels) would justify 
their opinions. further feels that the Court’s 
duty intervene and finds sufficiently neutral, 
general, rational, and logical principles constitu- 
tional law rather than turning its attention achiev- 
ing particular desired holding case, that the 
holding will take care itself. this way the deci- 
sions the Court would stand secure grounds. 

The Warren Court has been attacked primarily be- 
cause its strong defense civil rights. this re- 
spect clear that the Court has turned one its 
historic corners. The last corner was turned the 
opposite direction 1949 with the deaths Justices 
Murphy and Rutledge, two the staunchest advo- 
cates civil rights the history the Court. The 
Vinson Court from 1946 1953 diluted the liber- 
tarian concern which had characterized the Roosevelt 
Court. hardly unusual then that the Warren 
Court’s changed attitude toward libertarian claims 
would draw strong criticism. 

Yet one wonders whether the extreme attacks 
the Court, especially those the 1958 session Con- 


Moment Truth 


There swell chance for doing 
something beautiful with these goldfish. 
(The Art Walt Disney, The Macmillan 
Company, New York, 1942, 171) 


gress and that the Conference State Chief Jus- 
tices, have not had their effect the Court’s atti- 
tude. Although the three decisions interpreting the 
Jencks Act, 1959, the Barenblatt case dealing with 
federal investigations, and the phaus case which con- 
cerned state investigations, all delivered Court 
divided mark moderate retreat from certain 
the Court’s earlier rulings, they certainly not 
signal any mass retreat from earlier libertarian activ- 
ism. Since these opinions were delivered late the 
summer would difficult determine they 
might have played role easing Senate feelings to- 
ward the Court. This possibility distinctly exists. 

Finally, the Warren Court has shown more favor- 
able attitude toward civil liberties least partially 
because the climate opinion the country 
whole has changed somewhat since the early Cold War 
years, 1946 1953. The moderate retreat 1959 
least part concession the will Congress. 
The Warren Court has turned historic corner 
strengthening American civil liberties. has weath- 
ered the hostility some its attackers. divided 
Court even admitted its willingness modify 
earlier decisions the wake congressional attack. 
The exact relationship between the Warren Court’s 
decisions and public opinion would fruitful field 
for further study. 


Werner Grunbaum member the political 
science faculty the University Houston; his spe- 
cial field interest constitutional law. 
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Peter Yates 


Portrait Gertrude Stein 


you recall Colonel Higginson. write easy, 
right. You have read the collected poems the 
corrected poems the collected poems that are not 
now the correct poems and all the words Emily 
Dickinson did not she could not choose, now anyone 
can read the correct collected poems all the words 
Emily Dickinson did with when she could not know 
which would correct. 

Colonel Higginson. 

has been blamed for changing her poems 
conform more nearly with the taste the period, 
knowing being editor should know the poems 
would not speak those who might receive them, 
and did did wish them received. 

knew when she wrote she wrote writing him 
knew with the first time she wrote him was 
holding angel ribbon typewriter holds 
words ribbon they were english angelic 
speaking written. Though wrote and spoke her 
she had been idiot crazy unannunciated 
virgin too was speaking english too was speaking 
angelic speech. Why did cleave her and after- 


wards betray her. Did cleave and then betray her. 
knew editor knew the poems would not 
speak those who might receive them did not 
conform them outwardly the verbal proprieties. Are 
there there are there must verbal proprieties 
suppose there must nice way think. must 
be. nice think. 

Why should anyone fail, why should anyone not 
first succeed, why should any denied who might 


feed his giving what was his power 


betray give them they might hear angelic speaking 
speaking english, rhymed and course metrical 
preserve her charm not quite exact. 


Emily Dickinson knew too that was right, she 
was strange, she must not publish, she preferred not 


let him publish wanted. Did she want was 
she deprived his help his taste what waste. 
Would she have been she she had written 
all she had written english, lyric she had 
pleased him, alienated novel she had 
Higginson had not conformed her would her lag 
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have been long Blake’s and our lack. 

long lap. 

angel unconformably. 

not judge her. 

Uncomfortably. 

Part one called the first part could 
called that. Any scene any act seen once. 

Gertrude Stein. 

What have they written she feinted behind 
her fans. 

courage were the same creativity Kazin 
says Gertrude Stein would have been Homer. was 
the same courage and could not were 
able might Kazin could have been Gertrude 
Stein. She did not write like Homer not ex- 
plained like Homer she did right she did not write 
dream finding the formula that would put all 
other writers behind her she did write she trusted 
her thoughts she were Moses tuned the 
Almighty. Kazin writes angrily her she did 
and she did write she did she did these things. But 
the trouble with these pure thinkers art criticism 
psychology that the mind always instrument, 
not its own clear-cut subject-matter, that what 
Kazin says, using words exhibiting mind that not 
yet its own clear-cut subject-matter. Not yet. 
that what mind is. words english. indeed 
not. Literary art literary criticism literary psychology 
literally are the mind Kazin, inhabited 
them. Literally. inhabited that in- 
hibited. Gertrude Stein had very good mind Mr. 
Kazin says. She did and she did keep for herself 
until afterwards after she was famous she did after- 
wards let her mind become inhabited little little 
like the mind Kazin. But was not good 
she thought was, else she would not have 
assumed that literature can written about nothing 
but the mind itself, Kazin says. She might have 
written about anything anything that anyone can put 
the place mind for the mind work upon 
except upon itself, like Kazin. Such mind such 
for another mind work upon that did work 
that did work upon itself such mind was that not 
Henry James. 

There was mind there was another mind called 
Reid and looking upon the negative the 
substantive put place the objective pre- 
pared subjective dissenting opinion. dear did 
and what did did himself for himself did 
himself did himself did himself did it. 

Gertrude Stein wrote, genius need not think, 
has argue decide, and after all might just 
well not that. They don’t you know you know 
they don’t. Reid wrote what thought that 


was not moral think like that. What was wrong 
with that couldn’t. gives joy gave her joy 
know know especially know when one is, that 
say have known and she had known and when she 
wrote this then she knew knowing being genius, yes 
she knew. Emily Dickinson angelic but not Raphael 
Gertrude Stein sibylline but not sitting ceiling 
Angelo she came down and walked through the 
streets the United States America admiring 
she had seen Picasso, she was and she was 
down mind body and spirit all her works all the 
level not level not the level morally perused 
Reid the level literally proposed prose 
Kazin. When this you see remember you will ask 
who Kazin. 

the novel. Not novel novelty but not novel. Let 
inquire let posterity charity let hilarity 
require more Kazin. Inspire suspire perspire 
and write book reviews admirably conformably 
admirable given situation. 

Everybody agrees she was all and herself 
piece but not all alike but not equally. 

Did she write hide inside. Gass accent 
thinks and think her writing writing writing 
writing about writing think right right 
accent right thinking does think her 
writing. Writing writing. yes she hid herself 
landscape. She rendered herself landscape, that 
scape Cézanne did not complete incomplete and 
anybody who can afford may invest appreci- 
ating more than gold rubies because what there 
there all there there seen. yes but 
everything there must read because there there 
insufferable labor, yes and neither plot nor descrip- 
tion murder not often battles many wars and 
battles but distance. Read yes rose red 
read, have you enough red enough become red. 
rose war and distinction. Have you read aloud. 
you know why you not read aloud. That 
reading elementary distinction. great labor 
insufferable labor laziness not fault the fault 
you know what time have you been there you 
sit for hours you sit there have you been there 
before landscape sitting rendering. Not see the 
sun rise it. see the sunset plotted action, 
drama, opera. History and plays, geography and his- 
tory and plays words making words words words 
words making history and plays you not like dada 
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paint whiskers the Mona Lisa because where you 
are there sitting there there there there too much 
done and seen. Van Gogh you see you may 
see you can count the brushstrokes. you count the 
threads Van Eyck. that not criticism. 
bored paint mustache the Mona Lisa, 
not bored sit imperturbably rendering landscape. 
Badly but often incompletely badly but not never 
back. you think please you. you think 
please you. 

Who bored and weary bored and weary, 
but Gertrude Stein not bored and weary she would 
never become bored not bored and weary not like 
Ernest Hemingway Cuba. She was famous longer 
and more famous, does she need read. Rose red 
and why not she not known read. but 
bored and weary when read her bored and 
weary, had rather right than President. 

One can sit down upon noun, that makes easy. 


HICH beauty truth think always 

truth facts facts are landscape they are 
not truth facts facts are not beauty. Beauty truth 
facts are landscape. see beauty see truth 
see facts are not landscape, render landscape 
fact but not facts. One man gathered facts re- 
explain truth cannot true that explain facts 
words are facts they are but should not literally. 
words. Not words. One man keeps calling facts 
and information, puns and philology, dull tragic 
funny sees the sun rise and sunset, you can not read 
him not and not know anything. When beauty 
not know and know know know that too. 
That why beauty truth truth not necessary 
beauty truth not facts facts are not beauty beauty 
itself revealed like loaf bread like landscape 
like anyone being anyone any being being story- 
teller’s story. 

One evening the home Aldous Huxley Stra- 
vinsky was present you know Stravinsky and Robert 
Craft was there and slightly bearded poet whose 
past tales are told and some wives, began 
argument argue with Gregor Piatigorsky, then 
was all present, but could not because saw was 
then all like beauty was relating himself very 
funny story. Goldwyn shouting. Get Stravinsky. 
facts were all hilarious. was then saw Zen. 
About Zen. How can they all serious. facts 
landscape oneself telling and oneself 
tening oneself telling and oneself oneself telling oneself 
listening. story. 


Philosophy not philology. Anybody can 
stand that fact facts are not words word words are 
not beauty. Words love words that philology and 
being landscape that being philosophy, 
Religion and philosophy. 

philosophy less. 

philosophy being being but not being being 
being being being but not not being wholly. if, 
Wholly wholly wholly being religion wholly. 

PLAY. TINY STORY. VICTORIAN 
VIGNETTE. 

Word play and sword play and sound play plays. 

Not grammar drama. The better bite you 
with dears. 

Word plays and sword plays and sound play plays 
and sound plays. Winding winding and winding. 
plot. Plays wound wound that not the same 
sound, wound and with mysterious crosses. 

hero. Victorian. 

hero Victorian crosses. 

was pinned cross reference. 

Queen Victoria. rubicund she Caesar. 

Fat men around her. 

Star crossed crossed star crossed she did not 
cross. Ides and wives. 

Florence Nightingale. unwritten constitution. 

divan not divine. 

That cross reference. Not cross cross refer- 
ence. She did not dine once. 

Queen Victoria Victorian. 

Florence Nightingale. 

She heard every bird should every bird ever stop. 
every bird should ever stop. 

recital. event. 

Tennis war tennis peace country. 

Every volley event. 

Every volley and event every volley and six 
hundred. 

the valley elegantly went. event. 

Every lady day every lady each day they went 
elegantly. Eventually. 

Maud. mule. 

Every volley. 

Thundered. 

Every volley every day every lake lady 
every volley elegantly Handel volleyed and 
thundered. 

The long Victorian appreciation. 

Eloquently. They did and they died. 

Victorian vignette. 

Handel. name Handel. handle for name. 
And six hundred. 

Volleyed and thundered. 

was good Handel and every volley every volley 
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volleyed and six hundred. 

The terrifying critic for circumstance when and 
should they end. 

event. 

Which birds should stop. When. 

Victorious. 

They shall all exalted. When. 

They shall all Tennyson. 

tiny sound puny sound spiny wound tidy 
sin pinned. Elegantly England. 

Victorian allusion. 

Have you favored far she feinted. 

All England stop for old curiosity shop. 
today prefer bleak house. History and criticism. 
That will enough history and criticism. 

Literally quite enough. 

They like splash and flutter. 

she did pages and pages. 

Let suppose Gertrude Stein antic erse. 
liquid alluvial. Erse bagpipe. 

all wet yet wet wet why lack lave live 
the laving waters of. 

Etcetera etcetera. 

That only small sample. 

You could from etcetera. 

That not rejoice Steinese. 

She had get out her way whatever was not 
her way. Not this not here not this. She had 
words not bagpipe. 

The words the same but the melody. 

Uncomfortable. 

rejoice Steinese. 

tickled. Does anybody know why Gertie ticks 
tickled. 

Tickles tickled. 

irritation. 

Not inconformance. 

event and forever. 

She did make what she could exactly. 

Being landscape. 

That that what she did. 

pay what they could not certainly pay know. 

They would not they could could they certainly 
not know. 

Certainly certainly not. 

Greatness all desperate great earnest. 
Earnest and desperate. 

She did they flew and the words words are not 
desperate did she did not she did she did she 
did not know why there were they were they were 
not should anywhere anybody desperate. They 
were earnest. 


Well she did but they didn’t. They were des- 
perate and earnest. 

Earnest. Desperate. 

They preferred they wished desperate. 

earnest. 

They were filled with tragic history. 
desperate age. 

drank and historically was drunken. 

Grant that. 

She did not wish have like that. 

Not history. Not hysteria. Not like that. 

She did not like that. 

Not like that. 

Earnestly drunken. 

Desperate earnest drunken. 

READING. 

Reading not always being read. 

being read. 

What read. Being read. What red. Being red. 

Whatever being written. 

Writing not then being read. 

Writing not being read. 

Very well then. 

footnote. 

Who reading reading. 

Who writing reading. 

Who reading writing. 

Very well then. confuse you. 

Murder fiction. 

When the body found the plot then all out 
sight. 

Covered. 

The plot found after the body. 

How could not. 

The body the plot. 

undiscovered. 

Whatever will then necessarily. 

How could not. 

kill. 

Whatever will then being recovered. 

Not necessarily will one expected. 

surprised. 

Writing have read. harm done. 

Not you not you who not yoo-hoo 
closer meeting. 

Stop please whenever you wish finish. 

read you read. 
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that you read me. Close attention. 
But not what you read. You would better 
were. 


Murder and fiction. 

faction murder not sad. 

Nor fiction. 

All could more pleasant. am. Not 
fiction. 

Two things the same that are different. 

Red and read. 

Sad and said. 

too bad you cannot present. 

Earnest. 

Not desperate. 

present. 

BRINNIN. 

How you thank you. 

mentioned. 

would have be. 

read and not red. Not red red. 

all looked and run down. 

Good readable gossip and enough. 

Facts looked personalities run down facts run 
down and personalities. 

How many personalities look to. 

Two. There were. One to. 

Enough and why not. 

could not know better. 

Does wear his heart where should be. 

does wear heart where should. 

Any news and nobody knew, anyone new and 
nobody who knew better. 

Why should not have become so. 

becoming. 

Omissions omissions explanations and 
commissions. 

Omissions explanation and approval. 

Miss Gertrude Stein. 

All us. 

Let all prefer her. 

GERTRUDE STEIN. APOLOGIES. 

Apologies for Gertrude Stein. 

Apologies and Gertrude Stein. 

Apologies and why not. 

Apologies and approval. 

Apologies and some approval. 

Apologies approved. 

Apologies. Are they necessary. 

Apologies and why not. 

Apologies and apologies. 

Apologies and his wife. 

Apologies for anybody’s life. 

Apologies for living. 


Apologies and approval. 

Approval. 

still sells does sell does must and 
will sell. 

Not apologies. 

Approval. 

APOLOGIES. 


ERTRUDE Stein said editor who wrote 

that Tender Buttons was stunt, she said you 
mean that this what call stunt, then let tell 
you that stunts are not created this way. They are 
invariably the product one mind reacting the 
work another the caricature thing somebody 
else has done; and another point difference be- 
tween the counterfeit and the reality that the origi- 
nal always done slowly and imitation, unless 
very elaborate, may hit off once. She said that 
and agree. 

When have written write when write 
when write way that was some way 
the way Gertrude Stein naturally just 
suppose she wrote when she wrote that way her 
own way and great liberation. writers would 
accept writing written the way write when feel 
like writing this way would always for some 
things write this way because the liberation and 
precision. Some things cannot written this way. 
liberation. Liberation and precision. That write 
who has said please. gives great satisfaction 
write this way and would sure would 
knowing her sure give her great satisfaction 
know that one anyone could writing this way 
called stunt called stunt will not the 
matter. Anyway anyway differ differ with 
Gertrude Stein, good reader will see and hear how 
differ, every sentence differ. And all 
writings find hear Gertrude Stein with great 
pleasure. 

When you have done when you have done what 
you would have done there end 
the pleasure. 

When done she not undone. 

Goodbye. You are welcome. 


Peter Yates, Californian, music critic for 
Architecture. His most recent appearance 
FORUM was with Differentiation Among Com- 
the Summer, 1959, number. 
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